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Every Child Matters, Every Moment Counts

At the start of the new year, we have already had a lot going on
from: welcoming new staff and families to working on new topics
for the children to learn, and putting on new experiences, such as
Black History Month and National Poetry Day.

We have had a very busy first half term and with Anti-Bullying
Week, World Science Day, Remembrance Day, Winter Gala
preparations and many more on the agenda, next half term is
looking even busier.

We value the home-school link highly and our staff are always on
hand to speak to you, and we are available through email and
Class Dojo. We are also sharing some websites (Times Table
Rockstars and Mathletics) that the children and parents have
access to, so that we can help even more with all aspects of
learning.

 At the start of the next half term you will also have an opportunity
to meet with your child's class teacher over Zoom for parents'
evening.

Please also look out for our regular updates on school through links
on Class Dojo on what is going on in school.

Mr Mark Ramsden
Deputy Headteacher

Message from the Prep
Department
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Important Dates

Inset day - Monday 1st November
Start date - Tuesday 2nd November
Report Cards - Friday 5th November

End of Term - Wednesday 15th   
 December

Year 1 - 8th/9th November
Years 2, 3, 4 - 10th/11th November
Year 5, 6 - 15th/16th November

Parents Evenings



Celebrating Black History Month at
Auckland College
In the Prep Department over the past 3 weeks we have
taken time in different ways to look at, understand and
celebrate Black History.

Black History Month has been celebrated in the UK for
the past 30 years each October.This year our students
have taken part in online talks, film shows, story telling,
and research on prominent Black figures both historical
and modern.

Our students have engaged really well with all activities
and we aim to ensure that we celebrate all cultures,
races, groups and religions throughout the year to ensure
that we improve all aspects of diversity and equality.

PHSCe

At Auckland, we are always striving to improve not just
the academic ability of our students but also their
Personal, Health, Social and Citizenship Education.
Next Half Term we will be introducing a new
programme that will help with this through our PHSE
lessons. Rather than teaching a full half term on one
topic such as friendship and personal development, we
will move between topics and revisit them regularly so
that children have lots of opportunities to learn about
how to become successful citizens of the world. We will
also be introducing 'No Outsiders', a scheme dedicated
to helping the children understand equality and
diversity. As some topics may introduce themes that
children may want to discuss more, such as our bodies
and its development or people's personal choices,
teachers will notify parents through Dojo about what
will be taught that half term so that you can discuss the
content if you feel it necessary. 



What has been happening in Year 1?
Year 1 have embraced the all challenges and are settling into their
new classes well. They have particularly enjoyed learning about
Florence Nightingale and making ‘lady of the lamp’ lanterns. We also
put ourselves in the position of a soldier in her care and wrote thank
you letters to her. 

In Maths, we have been working hard on our addition and
subtraction work by using number lines, number squares and
number bonds. We are really impressed with the progress children
have made.  

The children have enjoyed taking part in activities focussed on Black
History month too. Their artwork inspired by Alma Thomas
brightened up the classrooms on a wet October afternoon.  

In English, children wrote a story about a magical form of transport
they designed. We have also been writing captions for posters about
wild animals.  

We hope the children have a lovely half term. They really have
worked very hard. 

Mrs Martin and Miss Kelly Alma Thomas
inspired artwork



In Year 2
The children in Year 2 have settled incredibly well and worked their socks off
this half term!  

In English, we have used rich texts such as Beegu, How to Hide a Lion and
The Day the Crayons Quit in supporting our writing skills. The children have
produced some incredible work based around these texts. They have focused
on descriptive language of settings and characters to write a persuasive letter,
wanted posters and poetry. 
 
In Maths, the children have been developing their knowledge of number and
place value. They have focused on writing numbers to 100 correctly,
completing number sequences, partitioning numbers and counting in steps of
2, 3, 5 and 10, from any given number. The children have done really well with
this and will draw on this learning in future topics.  
The children also took part in their first Topic based project, celebrating Black
History Month, and presented their research to their peers.  
Next half term we will excitedly be reading The Tear Thief as our first rich text
in English. In Maths, we will be continuing our work on addition and
subtraction, as the children will be learning how to use the column method to
add two two-digit numbers.  In Science, we will learn about Living things and
their Habitats.   
We want to thank you for all your support thus far and look forward to the
next half term together. 

Miss Romano and Miss Davies

Make sure to have photos that

match your stories well too.



This Half Term in Year 3
Year 3 have had a fantastic half term! Throughout this term, the
children have been studying The Stone Age. I am very grateful
and cannot thank the parents enough for your support so far this
year. The children have made predictions, written a set of
instructions, and designed their own Stone Age acrostic poem so
far in English this term. The standard of language used is
unbelievable and the children are eager to learn. 

In Mathematics, Year 3 have been doing a terrific job of learning
place value skills and how to present their work. I am looking
forward to continuing our work together to ensure that our Year
3 learners progress across the curriculum. I am excited to teach
the topic of ‘Liverpool’ and ‘Mysteries’ next half term and I am
sure that Year 3 will love this topic just as much as I do!

Miss Muscart



Year 4
Year 4 have had a brilliant half term! I am incredibly proud of the
work and effort everyone has put into all subjects. I am so thankful
for the support and kindness the parents have given in the past 6
weeks! 
The persuasive language that was used in our English work was
exceptional. Even though our topic of place value was tough to begin
with the children showed incredible determination and developed a
deep understanding of place value concepts! 

The children also developed their understanding of length and
perimeter. Year 4 have been studying America for our topic, we have
used atlases to find the different states within the USA, creating an
advert for the USA and crafting art pieces using American artists
work. 

Our topic after half term is Ancient Greece and exploring an exciting
mysterious illustration book. I cannot wait to get stuck in with this
and hope year 4 have a wonderful second term.  

Miss Russell

Designing a brochure

Comparing Disney Princesses



And in Year 5
This half term the pupils have enjoyed practical activities outside and
inside the classrooms. The children have engaged well with the topic
'Space' and have enjoyed measuring their shadows outside when
the sun has been shining. The children have been learning about the
different planets and how earth orbits the sun using objects to act
this out to reinforce their understanding. The children have also acted
out a scene to use ellipses in their writing which was very
entertaining for us teachers. Alongside our Space topic the children
have been learning how to read maps and how to plan journeys
using the eight compass points and four and six figure grid
references.

In PSHE the children have also enjoyed numerous class discussions
about communities. Furthermore, we have celebrated Space week,
National Poetry Day and Black History Month. The children have
created lots of different pieces of work to showcase their learning
and we have used this to display in the classrooms.  

Miss Read and Miss Bradbury



Make sure to have photos that

match your stories well too.

Finally in Year 6
Year 6 have had a great start to the new academic year and we are
so impressed with the way that all children have settled into the
school routines. We are very proud of their perseverance and positive
attitudes to work. 
 
In English and Maths we have started looking at and preparing for
the Year 6 SATs, which are due to be held in May 2022. We aim to
provide the children with lots of support when completing these
practise questions to ensure that children feel comfortable and
confident when they are faced with their SATs. We plan to continue
working on past papers over the next term.  
 
In History, the children have been learning all about WWI and most
recently created their own WWI recruitment posters! This topic has
linked to our English reading of War Horse by Michael Morpurgo and
the children have been able to make lots of links during lessons using
their historical knowledge.  
 
Furthermore, we have been working with circuits in Science and
children have had the opportunity to experiment with different wires
and electrical components! Recently, pupils have completed an
investigation using wire length as their variable. They produced some
very interesting results!  
 
We have celebrated black history month as well as national poetry
day, where children have written acrostic poems and poems based
on choice. We were delighted to hear some of the children perform
their amazing poems to the class and can’t wait for other
opportunities for pupils to showcase their work in the future. 

Miss Seymour and Miss Murphy


