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Every child matters, every moment counts. 

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2021/22 It has been
a busy start to the academic year and we have been
impressed by our pupils’ attitude to learning as they
settle back into the school routine.  
  
Secondary school pupils have recently undertaken
reading, spelling, and numeracy tests in order for
teachers to assess current levels and to address any
individual needs. In addition, pupils have completed
baseline and half-term assessments as teachers
carefully monitor progress. 
  
At Auckland College, we value parental involvement
and are happy to receive your communication. You can
contact form tutors or subject teachers via Class Dojo
with any concerns or comments. 

Mr.Davies - Assistant Head for Secondary

Messages from the
secondary department
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Important dates 

Inset day - Monday 1st November
Start date - Tuesday 2nd November
Report cards - Friday 5th November

Parents evenings
Year 7 Monday 8th November

Year 8 Wednesday 10th November
Year 9 Monday 15th November

Year 10 Wednesday 17th November
Year 11 Mock Exams - 22 Nov to  7

Dec 2021 
End date Wednesday 15th December
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Celebrating Black History Month at Auckland
College
As you may already be aware, during Black History Month the
secondary department has been celebrating the event with a range of
activities.

Pupils attended a special assembly which included a presentation
from Mr.Davies, a talk from the school's CEO Mr. Akaraonye, and
guest podcasts including Blackburn Rovers FC coach Thabiso Magida
and Dorcas Akeju OBE.

Other activities featured: black pioneers of computer science, the artist
Lisa Butler, looking at languages of Africa and the Caribbean, the
Selma to Montgomery March plus the Black British music scene and
its impact on the UK.

It was great to see pupils engage with these lessons and we were
impressed with their insights and enthusiasm during discussions. 

Black History Month-
Proud to be
October is Black History Month in
the UK, an event that has been
celebrated nationwide for more
than 30 years.

The month was originally founded
to recognise the contributions that
people of African and Caribbean
backgrounds have made to the UK
over many generations.

Now, Black History Month has
expanded to include the history of
not just African and Caribbean
people but black people in
general.

"In years gone by, October has
been the only time of year when
the UK talks about the
achievements of Black people in
Britain," says Catherine Ross
guest editor of Black History
Month 2020.

"Hopefully, this will be a catalyst
for Black history to be shared
much more widely - in museums,
galleries, schools, universities,
public spaces and communities."



Science – Miss Burns 
Year 7 started the year with an introduction to Science. They learned how to
set up and use microscopes and received their Bunsen burner licences. Year 7
have been studying Forces this term. They have been investigating the forces
acting on different objects and using newton metres to measure weight. They
have been assessing their own knowledge on Forces by regularly answering
questions on Educake. 
 
Year 8 have been studying Genetics in Biology. They started the year by
identifying adaptations in different predators, they then used their knowledge
to create their own super predator. Year 8 studied the structure of DNA and
discovered how we inherit characteristics from our parents. They looked at
DNA in different organisms and even extracted it from a strawberry! 
 
Year 9 have been studying cells in Biology. They started the year looking at
plant and animal cells through a microscope. They labelled cells and matched
them with their functions. Year 9 have studied stem cells and debated their
use in medical range. Year 9 have completed two of their required practicals
this half term and have assessed their own knowledge on cells by regularly
answering questions on Educake. 
 
Year 10 have been studying Chemical Reactions in Chemistry. They have
followed methods to complete a range of chemical reactions, such as Making
Salts, Identifying pH and Electrolysis. They have been assessing their own
knowledge on Chemical Reactions regularly answering questions on Educake. 
 
 
Year 11 have worked very hard this term and have now covered all of the
topics in Biology. They have been using past papers in boosters for exam
practice. They have been assessing their own knowledge by regularly
answering questions on Educake. 
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English- Mr Davies 
During the term, pupils have enjoyed a range of topics: Year 7 has been
writing their autobiographies. 

Year 8 has been reading the novel Stone Cold by Robert Swindells. 

Year 9 pupils have started studying aspects of GCSE literature with a focus on
the Charles Dickens novella 'A Christmas Carol'. 

Year 10 pupils have also been developing their reading of GCSE literature
texts studying the J.B. Priestley play An Inspector Calls, while Year 11 pupils
have completed their spoken language presentation and have been revisiting
language and literature texts. 



Mathematics – Mrs Savage 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new pupils and to let
them know how pleased I am with how well they have settled into
Auckland College life. Well done all of you!
 
This half term Year 7 has focussed mainly on ‘number’. Their studies have
included general number practice, use of BIDMAS, rounding to decimal
places, and significant figures plus fractions.  
 
This half term Year 8 has also been focusing on numbers. They have
studied: multiple factors and primes, index notation, estimating, and
percentages.  
 
Year 9 has been revising and building on previous learning on ‘number’.
They have studied multiple factors and primes, extending that to cover
prime factor decomposition and hence LCM and HCF using index notation.
They have also studied linear factorising and solving plus sequences. 
 
Year 10 have focussed mostly on algebra, building on their knowledge of
linear solving to include: expanding brackets, factorising quadratics,
leading to various methods of solving them, quadratic graphs, and
simultaneous equations. They have also revised rounding and estimating –
this will lead to iteration and limits of accuracy. 
 
In preparation for their mock exams in November, Year 11 have been
revising and consolidating their knowledge on a variety of topics including
rounding to decimal places and significant figures, factorising and solving
linear and quadratic equations – including completing the square, working
with angles in polygons, working with fractions – including converting
recurring decimals plus various methods of representing statistical data. 
 
If you fancy a little mathematical challenge – see if you can work out the
answer to this question 4 + 6 x 5 the answer will be at the end of the
magazine. 

Spanish– Mrs. Burke 
Year 7 has settled in well and I am loving their enthusiasm to actually
speak Spanish! We have been learning how to describe our personalities
and introduce ourselves. They have created the Spanish display for this
term. Well done Year 7! 

Year 8 have been learning to talk about their free time interests and are
revisiting opinions and how to form the present tense. The quality of work
is already improving and I am starting to see some progress on our topic. 

Year 9 has begun the GCSE course and are learning how to talk about
holiday preferences and the weather using clauses. They are making very
good use of their knowledge organisers to support their learning. 

Year 10/11 have been learning how to talk about free time interests and
are challenging themselves to learn a set number of verbs before we get to
the end of the topic. They are also aiming to consolidate their verb endings
so they can talk in at least 3 tenses from memory. 

For Black History Month we enjoyed learning about Somalia, a country with
strong links to some of our pupils’ families. We enjoyed trying to speak
Somalian with the help of our Somali speakers in Year 8, 9 and 10 and the
pupils enjoyed hearing about their first-hand experiences of life in Somalia. 



IT – Miss Hodson 
Year 7 has made an amazing start to the school year, learning about how to
be safe online. Students have gained knowledge and understanding of the
range of cybersecurity threats impacting the world and organisations, as well
as them as individuals. Pupils have explored security measures that can be
put in place to protect themselves and their data against different forms of
attack.  
  
Year 8 has been learning about emerging technologies, as well as
technologies that are continually developing. They have been exploring how
technologies will develop over the next 10 years and considered the social
and economic effects of these developments. They have considered how
emerging technologies will bring new opportunities in the future, but also
considered the legal challenges of these technologies. 
  
Year 9 will already have some form of online presence and familiarity with
online spaces. However, this term they have started thinking more critically
about how they, and others, conduct themselves online. They have also
discussed key debates from around the online world, such as the extent of
their right to privacy, and which powers should be granted to organisations
and states.  
  
Year 10 has been working hard learning about The Project Life Cycle, project
management tools, and computer-related legislation.  
  
Year 11 has been reviewing the first half of RO12 in preparation for their
mock exam in November. 
  
Black History Month 
 All year groups have taken part in Black History Month in IT lessons learning
about Safiya Umoja Noble who discovered bias in search engines. Pupils
have considered how search engines such as Google can influence their
whole life from how they answer homework questions to what they believe. 

History – Mr Davies / Miss Watters 
Year 7 has started the topic ‘Life in England before 1066’. In this topic,
students have begun to examine what life was like in Anglo-Saxon England.
They explored how the Anglo-Saxons became rulers and were able to
describe some of the key events. Well done and keep up the good work!

Year 8 has been studying ‘The Role of Religion during the Middle Ages. The
class was able to explain how the Church influenced people’s lives during the
Middle Ages using doom paintings. Keep up the good work!

Year 9 has been studying the topic ‘The People’s Health’ and has begun to
develop a deeper understanding of the medieval ideas on health. The class
has impressed me with their ability to examine the consequences of past
events and make links between the different time periods, This year we look
at history from a longer timescale and the students will be required to make
connections between time periods. Overall, a good start to the year. Keep it
up!

During the term, GCSE pupils have been revisiting Component 1 ‘The Peoples
Health’ with a focus on collating revision notes to be used when they revise
for their examination. Year 11 pupils will be given revision packs to prepare
for their mock examinations which commence 22nd November 2021. 



Art- Miss Bradshaw 
Year 7 has all made a great start to the start of the year. During this term in
Art, they have developed ideas through researching the Op Art movement, and
the work of Bridget Riley. They have worked hard to develop their blending
skills and tonal ranges when exploring drawing optical illusions. Well done,
Year 7! 

This half term Year 8 have been learning to develop their ideas through
investigations into drawing 3-dimensional forms, under the theme
‘Environmental Issues’. They all have experimented with blending tonal ranges
and exploring how to apply 3D tonal skills to create a final piece. Great job
Year 8, well done! 

Year 9 has really made a great start in art this half term. During this term, they
have developed ideas through the theme ‘Shoe’ and researched into the
Surrealist movement, in particular the work of Rene Magritte and Salvador
Dali. They have worked hard to develop their blending skills, tonal ranges, and
grid drawing techniques. Great effort Year 9! 

During this half term, Year 10 and 11 have been developing their ideas through
their theme ‘Sea-life’ or ‘Identity’. They have started researching the work of
varied artists of their choice and creating their work in many different materials
such as paint, pen, and different drawing techniques. All of years 10 and 11
have personalized their own project and all seem very enthused by this. Keep
up the good work Year 10 and 11. 
 
During Black History month, students have been introduced to the textile, artist
Bisa Butler to create portraits of leading figures in-class collaboration. They
have used printing and oil pastels techniques, which has been great fun.

Business – Mrs. Savage / Miss. Watters 
Year 7 has made a great start to a new school and a new topic. This half-term
the class has been studying the topic of ‘Economic concepts’. They have
worked hard to develop an understanding of the four key economic concepts,
scarcity, supply and demand, cost and benefits, and incentives. A great start
well done!

Year 8 has been studying the topic ‘Basic Economy Concepts’. The class has
managed to extend their knowledge from Year 7 on basic economic concepts
and are developing a deeper understanding of how business aims relate to
business activities. A great start, well done!

Year 9 has been completing a study of the role people play in Business. The
class can explain why motivation and retention are so important to a business. 
Year 9 has impressed me with their work on financial and non-financial
methods businesses use to motivate their staff. Overall, I have been very
impressed with the start they have made this year and I look forward to seeing
what they can achieve.

This half term Year 11 have been revising the section of the course on ’People’,
in preparation for their mocks at the end of November. Year 10 have been
studying the same topics, just for the first time. They include recruitment and
selection, financial and non-financial methods of motivation, retention plus,
training and development.  



P.E- Mr. Wellington
In PE this term, the pupils have been working hard in their new space FireFit,
taking advantage of the fantastic facilities there.
 
KS3 students have been focusing on evasion games, specifically Basketball,
looking at basic skills in driving passing, and shooting, and also looking at how
we can use these skills in different attacking and defending situations.

The GCSE group has been focusing on their Unit 1 Assessment in Practical sport
Here, we look at rules and regulations in team and individual sports; officiating in
sport; review individual and team performances.

I would also like to give a big congratulations to Blaize in Year 8, who has
worked his way onto the England talent program in Basketball. Blaize is now
playing for England National team and all of us at Auckland wish him all the best
with his future in the sport!

Geography- Miss. Watters
Year 7 has been studying the topic ‘A Wonderful World’. This topic serves as
an introduction to Geography and hopes to inspire ideas about the world we
live in or would like to live in. The class was able to examine the unique
features of Geography and its many different aspects. Year 7 has been a
delight to teach this half-term and I look forward to seeing the work they
produce in future weeks.  A great start to a new school year. Well done!

Year 8 has been studying the topic of energy. The class was able to examine
how our need for energy is growing as our world becomes more advanced. I
was impressed by the work produced worked in groups on the key types of
energy and their advantages and disadvantages. The class actively engaged
in discussions during a role-play of stakeholders for the building of a new wind
farm.  A great start well done!

Year 9 this half term has been studying 'extreme environments'. The class has
come to understand that the world has several biomes and can explain what
an extreme environment is. They have been practicing using an Atlas
effectively to locate the environments of the world,  I have been impressed with
the start they have made this year. Their skills in Geography continue to
impress me and I have really enjoyed teaching them. 

Year 10 and 11 share a classroom this year. I was happy to see so many
students choose Geography as an option at the end of last year and the class
is thriving with so many enthusiastic students. The pace of lessons is high and
all students are raising to the challenge. They should be proud of the way they
have conducted themselves this half-term. We have been looking at the
Distinctive Landscapes topic within the Geography for enquiring minds OCR B
course. They have built up an excellent case study on the Holderness coastline
and will continue to develop their study on the River Tees. Overall, a great
start, keep it up!

This year for Black History Month the students looked at the influence of Black
British Music on the UK economy. Using Stormzy and his rise to the pyramid
stage and headlining Glastonbury in 2019 as a case study we looked at the
influence and impact of such events. The students were able to make
connections between the 'Stormzy effect' where scholarships created for Black
British students at Cambridge could shape the future of representation in
positions of power across the country. We also witnessed a small section of
his iconic set, this was something the students became thoroughly invested in.  
It was great to see students so engaged during such an important topic. 



Royal Mail's Heroes Stamp Design Competition 
Last year students from Auckland College entered the Royal Mail's Heroes
Stamp Design Competition. An incredible 606,049 entries were received from
children across the UK, with an amazing 7,479 schools taking part. 
     
Congratulations to all the students who entered, as their designs contributed
towards a GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS™ title for the largest postage stamp
design competition! 
Thank you once again for taking part and congratulations on being part of a
GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS™ title! 

Answer to Maths puzzle: BIDMAS tells us we must multiply before adding, so the
answer is 5 x 6 = 30, then 30 + 4 = 34  

Well done to Year 7, for winning the Art
homework challenge across the year groups,

this half term. 
Well done and keep up the good work!

The DOJO winners
 for this half term were

 
Year 7 Harry
Year 8 Ryder
Year 9 Sylvia
Year 10 Jakob

Year 11 Shaden


