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IMPORTANT DATES
 

INSET DAY- 5/1/22
SPRING-TERM STARTS- 6/1/22

  NATIONAL HANDWRITING DAY-23/1/22
 CHINESE NEW YEAR EYFS WORKSHOP DAY -1/2/22

 TERM ENDS-18/2/22
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Message from the EYFS Team
This term seems to have absolutely flown by. It’s been another busy time and there have
been lots of exciting activities taking place. We hope you enjoyed watching our ‘virtual
winter class performances’ that have been posted on class dojo walls. The children
have thoroughly enjoyed learning and practicing Christmas songs and although they
have not been able to perform them in front of a live audience, we hope in the new year
there will be lots of opportunities for them to perform, act, sing and dance. It has been a
tough year for all of us but we have made it and while there is life there is hope. We would
like to acknowledge the resilience and determination of our staff and pupils as well as
express our sincere gratitude for the support of our parents. The battle with COVID is not
over so we must continue to adhere to the guidelines from the government and public
health. We hope you have a fantastic break during this holiday season and enjoy a very happy
new year.

*We have noticed that a few children are beginning to bring toys and other items into school
with them. We ask that you support our risk assessment and not allow your child to bring in
toys or trinkets in to school.
*Please ensure you send your child in with a spare change of underwear and trousers as well
as a waterproof raincoat for outdoor play.

 

Important Messages



Pre-Prep 1
A busy few weeks for Pre Prep 1.We have learned lots of new things and explored
some exciting topics such as; Autumn, Remembrance Day, Children in Need,
Superheroes and Christmas.
We explored colours and colour mixing and made our own Autumn colours after
looking outside and in books to see what happens to the leaves on the trees
during this time of year. We investigated natural materials such as; leaves,
conkers and pinecones and used magnifying glasses to see finer details.
We have looked at different celebrations recently and particularly enjoyed
learning about Bonfire Night and talking about all the different colours and
sounds we heard. We made Rangoli patterns to celebrate Diwali and said a big
‘Thank you’ to our soldiers by making some lovely poppies to commemorate
Remembrance Day.
Using the children's interests of 'superheroes', we focused on the story 'The Evil
Pea' by Sue Hendra. We were very excited when the Evil Pea came to our class. We
tested different materials out for him to see which one was the best for his cape.
We decided foil was the best because it was strong and didn’t become soggy if it
got wet!
We are having lots of fun learning many different Christmas songs and creating
Christmas art work and crafts and we can’t wait for what the New Year will bring!!

Miss Lloyd
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PRE-PREP 2
Pre-Prep 2 have been working very hard these past few weeks and we have seen
their development come on so much. In this half-term we began by learning
about ‘Celebrations and Events’  that were happening, such as Remembrance
Day, Bonfire Night,  Diwali  and Children in Need.
We have been continuing to develop our knowledge of Phase 2 Phonics by
practising sounds such as: m, d,  g,  and o through Letter Land and interactive
games. The chi ldren are also showing some good improvement when writ ing
their own names with increasing independence.
Al l  the chi ldren loved our ‘Transport ’  topic and developing their knowledge of
different types of transport,  as well  as how they have changed over t ime.
Throughout the last two weeks, we have been learning about our new topic
Christmas. We have been practising Christmas songs, making decorations, cards
and even our own snow!
In Mathematics we have been using some init ial  problem-solving ski l ls in
practical play-based situations and comparing groups by using the language of
more and fewer. In Expressive Arts and Design, we have been putting our arts
and crafts ski l ls to the test by using different materials and techniques to join
pieces together. Final ly ,  our PE lessons have given us great opportunit ies to
have hopping and skipping races as well  as build up our gross motor muscles.

Miss Patterson



PRE-PREP 3
This half  term in PP3, we have taken part in many wonderful opportunit ies to work on
our communication, language and speaking ski l ls .  This is an important ski l l  to focus
upon at this age, as we want our chi ldren to become confident talkers,  develop their
vocabulary knowledge and be able to express themselves.

The chi ldren have had a great t ime learning about the seasons Autumn and Winter and
being able to compare the differences that they see and put this detai l  into a
sentence. The chi ldren have thoroughly enjoyed learning about Winter and talking
about the festivals that are important to them at this t ime. We looked at Diwali  and
the story of Rama and Sita,  as well  as Christmas, were many of the chi ldren have
shared their experiences of the Cheeky Elf  that visits them at home.

The chi ldren took part in Remembrance Day, by showing an amazing amount of
respect to the fal len, as they took part in a 2-minute si lence, of which I  was very proud
of them al l .

The chi ldren took part in Children in Need and as a class,  we raised a lot of money to
contribute to the charity.  The chi ldren learnt about Pudsey Bear and the work he does
helping others in need, we were then able to reflect on this and share how we help
others.

PP3 have also worked very hard this half  term, with learning how to segment and
blend sounds. They have met Bob the puppet,  who helps the chi ldren practice this
ski l l ,  this has also resulted in some children taking home reading books to start their
reading journey.

Miss Coll ins



Reception
This term we have been working so hard and we have had so much fun. The children
have made fantastic progression in all areas, in particular we can see vast
improvements in phonics and maths. The children have acquired new sounds of
Phase 3 during phonics and are becoming very confident with blending digraph
sounds. Along with this, their tricky words bank has continued to develop. During
numeracy, children have been enjoying practical activities to find the answers to ‘one
more and one less’ they have also become really good at recalling number bonds to 5
We are proud of how hard the children have worked during rehearsals for the winter
performances with their singing, acting, and dancing. May we take this opportunity to
thank you all for the efforts you have made for the children’s costumes, they all
looked truly fantastic!
In understanding the world, we have explored how families share different
celebrations, traditions and customs. we have discussed the celebration of Diwali and
Christmas. The children have also explored cold places in the world and understand
ways to keep warm.
During this term, the children have become wonderful story tellers in many ways, we
are able to write parts of a story through speech and narrative. They can even act out
a narrative within a small group by performing role play together, whilst the audience
help them along using actions to retell the story. This term physical education has
taught us all about the body and how it functions when we exercise. We have
explored different ways to move, throwing, catching and balancing techniques too!
We are immensely proud and inspired by you! 

Miss Bainbridge and Miss Monaghan.


