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Every child matters, every moment counts. 

Welcome to our Autumn Two newsletter. It has
been a very busy part of the academic year and we
continue to be impressed by our pupils’ attitude to
learning as they complete their end-of-term
assessments, including Year 11 mock
examinations. It has been pleasing to see so many
of our pupils developing their academic skills across
the curriculum.  
 
A special mention to Jakob Hoer in Year 10 who
has spent this term studying at our school while on
sabbatical from his regular school but is now
returning to his native Germany; he will be missed! 
  
May I take this opportunity to wish everyone a safe
and peaceful holiday, and the secondary school
looks forward to seeing you all in January.  

Messages from the
secondary department
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Important dates 
Wednesday 5th January – Inset

day 
Thursday 6th January – School

term starts 
Monday 10th January – Year 11

Parents evening 
Friday 18th February - Last

day of term  



Year 11 Mocks

Teacher spotlight- Miss. Watters

Hello, my name is Miss. Watters, I teach Humanities here at
Auckland college. I work with KS3 students in Business,
Geography, and History, after options in Year 9 I take the
Geography students through their GCSEs. 

My background is in Geology and Physical Geography and I have
a master's degree from the University of Liverpool. My research
focused on using the statues on Crosby Beach in an attempt to
predict the changing geomorphology of the area. I hope to take
GCSE Geography students here to do similar research in the new
year.

Before arriving at Auckland College I traveled across South
Africa completing a 3-month road trip and exploring Geography
in the real world. This summer in an attempt to travel during a
locked-down world I renovated a van and conducted a 6-week
road trip along the coastline of Scotland once the borders
opened. I try to bring these experiences into my classroom and
create a sense of reality to what the students learn.

From the 22nd November to 3rd December Year 11 students
took part in their mock examinations. These exams are
considered practice exams before they have their final ones in
May-June. Attempting these tests helps to boost students'
confidence and overcome mistakes. They are not only made
aware of the test pattern but are also made to experience the
strategies for tackling the actual test.

We at Auckland want to thank parents and carers for their
support during this stressful time. You have been extremely
supportive throughout. Thank you.

It is important all pupils arrive to school on time at 8:30 a.m.
The start of the day often has an impact on the rest of the
day, so pupils always benefit from arriving to school and
having the opportunity to attend form periods. In addition,
the appearance of pupils is highly valued at Auckland
College with good uniform a sign of our pupils’ integrity and
willingness to succeed.

Mr.Davies - Assistant Head for Secondary 

Important messages



Science – Miss Burns 
Year 7 have been busy experimenting with different states of
matter this term, they have separated solids and liquids using a
range of techniques. They have then used particles models to
discuss diffusion and observed it using different chemicals. 
  
Year 8 have been investigating forces this term. They have
created their own investigation, by measuring the effect of
friction on toy cars. Year 8 have also made their own
electromagnets and drawn free body force diagrams. 
  
Year 9 have been conducting different methods of separation
this term. They have studied chromatography, distillation,
fractional distillation, filtration and crystallisation. Year 9
particularly enjoyed separating a mixture of rock salt.  
  
Year 10 have worked hard studying the Nervous System and the
Endocrine System. They particularly enjoyed the reaction time
practical and creating information leaflets on Diabetes. 
  
Year 11 have been studying for their Biology, Chemistry and
Physics mocks, they have attended boosters on a Wednesday
for exam practice and completed additional Educake questions
to consolidate their subject knowledge.  

S U B J E C T  O V E R V I E W  O F

L E A R N I N G  D U R I N G  T H I S

T E R M  

English- Mr Davies 

During the term pupils have enjoyed a range of topics:
Year 7 have been developing their use of PEE chains
when answering comprehension questions, Year 8
have been reading a range of non-fiction texts and
reinforcing their use of PEE chains. Year 9 pupils have
been exploring the ways that writers present ideas and
opinions, particularly Charles Dickens in ‘A Christmas
Carol’. Year 10 pupils have been exploring stagecraft in
the J. B. Priestley play ‘An Inspector Calls’, while Year
11 pupils have completed their mock examinations. 
 
In addition, Year 7 to Year 10 pupils have also entered
short stories in the Young Writers ‘Twisted Tales’
competition. 



IT – Miss Hodson 

Year 7 has been working hard this term designing
and creating websites. 
Year 8 has been using a variety of software to plan
the trip of a lifetime. Pupils have been using project
planning tools and have been organising their
finances using spreadsheets. 
Year 9 have been continuing to develop their skills
writing their own algorithms as well as editing and
debugging existing codes. They have learnt new
skills animating characters and scenes, gradually
building to create a short animated story using
Scratch. 
Year 10 has been delving deeper into computer
legislation and the impacts that technology has on
the environment. 
Year 11 has had a busy term revising R012 in
preparation for their mock exam.

Spanish– Mrs. Burke 
It’s been a busy term for Year 7 as we bring together
everything we have been learning since September;
pupils have been producing their own fantastic
paragraphs about themselves and have been practicing
for their first speaking assessment. I can’t wait to listen to
them all. We also made our first revision crib sheets – I
was very impressed with their efforts and designs – see
below! 
Year 8 has been focusing on verbs and tenses this term
and using knowledge organisers to support their
independent learning. It has been great to watch them
working in partners to support each other in building
sentences and future tense verb structures. Well done
Year 7! 
Year 9 have worked hard this term and their knowledge
on our topic ‘Holidays’ is really building now. They are
using a mix of tenses and sequencer words to write their
own descriptions and I’ve been impressed with what I
have read. Great work Year 9! 
The GCSE class has been busy preparing for the Mock
exams and has been practising how to tackle the
different parts of the speaking exam. We have been
learning how to describe a photo and how to deal with
the role-play question. Keep up the hard work everybody! 



Business – Mrs. Savage / Miss. Watters 
KS3 students have worked hard this half-term to develop their
understanding of the key aspects of economic theory. Students are now
able to explain how resources are allocated within a business. I have
been impressed with their work on the price mechanism, this is a
difficult topic but students showed resilience, determination, and
teamwork in order to be able to apply this knowledge to key economic
ideas. 

GCSE students have worked diligently to understand the key aspects of
production and evaluate the need for quality assurance. 

History – Mr Davies / Miss Watters 
Year 7 has been exploring how life changed when William
became King of England after the battle of Hastings in their topis
"England under the Normans".
I have been very impressed with their attitude and ability to
recall key facts in relation to how the Normans controlled the
English population and introduced changes to English society
during the 11th Century. Year 7 has been able to explain how
William kept control of England through the use of the
Domesday Book, the Fuedal system, and the Harrying of the
North, They were able to draw all of these ideas together into
their first piece of structured essay writing. Well done!!
 
Year 8 have continued their understanding of life in the middle
ages with the more lighthearted topic "The Growth of Leisure in
the Middle Ages". Year 8 has been exploring how the growth of
leisure activities affected life in medieval England. I was most
impressed with their essays on how conditions changed with the
development of towns. They also explored how people started to
gain more freedom and develop different forms of leisure time
activities. In the final week, Year 8 has been designing their own
historically accurate Medieval Restaurant for either a rich
banquet hall or a poor tavern. When we return the students will
be starting the new topic of the Industrial Revolution and the
immense change that took part in this time period. Enjoy a well-
deserved break!

Year 9 have continued their progression through the thematic
study within Component 1: The People’s Health. Year 9 students
are now able to make links between different events and
examine how ideas on health began to change in the 16th
Century. Their assessment essay pieces were excellent and
show how far they have come since the start of the year.  They
are starting to consistently use evidence from sources to prove
key points and ideas and this has been key to their success as a
group so far. Well done Year 9 you have worked hard and
deserve a restful break.

During the term Year 10 pupils have explored a variety of topics
from Component 1 ‘The Normans’ and have been studying how
William of Normandy gained control of England. Whereas pupils
in Year 11 have been completing their mock examinations in
Component 1 and Component 3. 



Art- Miss Bradshaw 

This half term Year 7 has been exploring the theme of
colour and the Pop art movement. They have developed
their skills in painting and researched the artist Julian
Opie, before completing their own Pop art portrait.
Excellent effort Year 7! 

Year 8 have been completing their project on
Environmental issues this half term. They have
developed their knowledge in colour theory and
researched artists that use text within their work. Their
final outcome is to create an advert which shows their
research this term. Great effort Year 8! 

This half term, Year 9 have been completing their
Surreal Shoe project by researching sculptural artists
who use this theme and designing their own. All
students are now finalising their 3D construction, where
they have used skills in card construction and sculptural
modeling.  
Great effort Year 9, well done! 

Year 10 have continued to develop their ideas through
the theme ‘By the Sea’, by researching the artist Colleen
Wilcox’s and creating their own responses from
exploring her work. They have also explored skills in
photography by taking their own photographs.  
Excellent effort Year 10!  

This half term, Year 11 have continued to develop their
ideas through the theme of ‘Identity’. Students have
been developing their own personal responses to the
individual artist they have chosen.  
Keep up the good work Year 11! 



P.E- Mr. Wellington
This term key stage 3, has been focusing on team sports,
developing teamwork skills, practicing discipline, and
sportsmanship. This term the main sport was Lacrosse. Lacrosse
was something new which most of the pupils had not experienced
before. 

Here we looked at different skills in attacking and defending while
understanding how these skills are transferrable across other
sports. 

The GCSE class has been fully underway completing their Unit 1
Assignments in Practical Sport, looking at officiating in different
games.

Geography- Miss. Watters
Year 7 has worked hard this half-term to consolidate key skills and
interpret maps on a variety of scales.  Pupils examined a variety of map
skills and built up their spatial sense and visual literacy. Each student
was given the opportunity to reflect on their learning in class and
design their own revision pack in homework for their assessment. I have
been really impressed with their ability to interpret 4 and 6 figure grid
references. This is a skill that will help in the real world and in future
Geography classes throughout their education well done.

Year 8 have worked to develop their understanding of the
interconnected nature of humans and the physical features of our
planet. During this half-term students were able to understand the
human and physical causes of climate change and the environmental
impact of a changing climate. I was particularly impressed with their
discussions on the impact of sea-level rise on small low-lying islands
such as Tuvalu. Well done Year 8!

Year 9 has been studying population and has been able to use
population pyramids to describe population demographics. This half
term there was a heavy focus on using sources to develop deep and
evidence support in their long-form answers. I was impressed with their
assessment pieces on how different green revolution strategies could
be applied to help different countries balance a growing population
with increasing demand for resources and environmental concerns. 

Year 10 worked solidly this term on the full GCSE topic "Dynamic
Development". They developed a comprehensive understanding of the
Rostow model, development indicators and applied these skills to
answer a wide variety of GCSE questions. Students were able to create
a complete case study of Nigeria and the impact aid, international trade
and political factors have had on its overall development. Well done
Year 10 you are progressing well!

Year 11 has completed all 3 components of the full exam scheme. I am
proud of their dedication, use of revision materials, and attendance to
boosters to give themselves the best chance at excelling. Well done and
enjoy a well deserved break.



Sports

ENHANCEDENHANCED
CURRICULUMCURRICULUM

Design Technology

Coding
Students were able to make decisions in Python
and impressed us with how much coding they were
able to learn. Well done! Keep coding everyone.

Students participated in a variety of sports and
activities at Fire Fit in Toxteth.

Well done to all the students who designed and
created images for their tote bags! We were very
impressed with their creativity!



The DOJO winners
 for this half term were

 
Year 7 Judy 

Year 8 Amelia
Year 9 Sylvia 
Year 10 Jakob

Year 11 Shaden

Odd Socks Day 2021

Thank you for all joining in with year’s Odd
Socks Day as part of Anti-Bullying Week. This
was to show that we are all different and we
should be proud of our differences, and
celebrate them. The children took part in
activities and lessons in November about how
we should act around Bullying and what we
can do to prevent it. This year’s theme was
‘One Kind Word’ and the children choose kind
words to say to each other for a week and
every other.


