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This ‘Everyday Materials’ unit will teach children about everyday 

materials including wood, plastic, metal, water and rock.  

Children will learn to identify and name everyday materials and will 

have the opportunity to explore the properties of these materials 

At the end of the unit children will be able to apply their knowledge 

of everyday materials to sort objects by their properties.  

Key Vocabulary 

Object A thing that can be used. For example a door, chair, 
car, table are all objects 

Material Materials are what an object is made from 
 

Hard Not easily broken or bent 
 

Soft If something is soft, it is easy to cut, fold or change the 
shape of 

Stretchy Can be pulled to make it longer or wider without 
breaking 

Shiny Reflects light easily 
 

Dull Doesn’t reflect light; doesn’t look bright or shiny 
 

Rough If something is rough, it feels and looks uneven or 
bumpy 

 

Other Key Vocabulary  

Smooth Smooth objects have no lumps or bumps 
 

Bendy Bendy things can be bent easily into a curved or 
folded shape 

Not bendy If something is not bendy, it can’t be bent easily into a 
curved or folded shape 

Waterproof If something is waterproof, it keeps water out. It 
keeps things dry 

Not waterproof Not waterproof materials let water in. absorbent If 
something is absorbent, it soaks liquid up 

Not absorbent If something is not absorbent, it does not soak up 
liquid 

Transparent Transparent objects can be seen through 
 

Opaque Opaque objects can’t be seen through 
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Everyday Materials Facts 

Wood is biodegradable. This means it can be broken down into very small 

parts by natural processes. 

Plastic can be moulded into different shapes to make different objects, 

from drinks bottles to school chairs. 

Glass is made from a mixture of sand and other minerals which are melted 

together at very high temperatures.   

Metals are usually strong; because of their strength they are good for 

making bridges and buildings. 

Rock is a natural material made up of minerals. Rock has been used by 

humans to make tools and shelter for millions of years. 

Brick is very durable. This means it can withstand extreme weather 

conditions and is a good material to build houses from. 

Water covers around 70% of the Earth’s surface. The largest ocean in the 

world is the Pacific Ocean. 
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Facts about paper 

We use paper every day, at home, 

at school and at work.  

Every year, people in the United 

Kingdom use about 12.5 million 

tonnes of paper and cardboard. 
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