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The Great Fire of London unit will teach the children about the key 

events of the Great Fire of London, and help them develop an 

understanding of the ways in which we can find out about the past 

through discussing primary sources. In doing so, this unit also 

provides an introduction to Samuel Pepys and his infamous diary.  

The children will have the opportunity to increase their awareness 

of the past by comparing and contrasting past and present-day 

London, as well as looking at how life was different in the 17th 

century. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Bakery A place that makes bread, cakes, etc.  
 

St Paul’s 
Cathedral 

A very large church in London. A new St Paul’s 
Cathedral was built after the fire 
 

Diary A book that people write about their lives in 
 

Firebreak A gap that stops a fire spreading to nearby buildings 
 

  

  

 

Key Events and Facts 

When and where did the fire start? The fire started on Sunday 2nd September 

1666 in Thomas Farriner’s bakery on Pudding Lane.  

Why did the fire start? The fires used for baking were not put out properly.  

Why did the fire spread so quickly? In 1666, the buildings in London were made 

of wood and straw and they were very close together, making it easy for the 

flames to spread. It had also been a dry summer, so the buildings were dry. 

Strong winds were blowing, which helped the flames to spread.  

How did people try to put the fire out? People used leather buckets and water 

squirts to try to put the fire out, but these did not work. Later in the week, King 

Charles II ordered buildings to be pulled down to stop the flames from spreading.  

How and when was the fire put out? By Thursday 6th September, the wind had 

died down. This meant that people were able to put out the flames. 
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Life in London in 1666 - 17th Century Jobs 

Chimney Sweep - Chimney sweeps used to clean chimneys and fireplaces. 

Children were often used as apprentices because they were small. 

Apothecary - An apothecary dispensed remedies made from herbs, plants 

and roots. 

Blacksmith - The blacksmith was a very important but lowly occupation. 

Blacksmiths forged objects from iron or steel. They would sharpen weapons 

and repair cooking utensils. 

Rat-catcher - Rat-catchers caught rats around the city. 

Gong farmers - Gong farmers cleaned out toilets. They removed human 

waste from privies and cesspits. 

Spinster - A spinster was a woman who supported herself by spinning wool 

and linen.  

Candler - A chandler made and sold candles. 

 

 

Scullery maid - Scullery maids were the lowest ranked workers in the kitchen. 

Their job was to clean the floor, stoves, sinks, pots and dishes in the kitchen. 

Carpenter - A carpenter made all types of furniture and wooden items. They 

were regarded as master craftsmen. 

Firefighter - There was no organised fire brigade. Fire-fighting was very basic 

with little or no skill or knowledge involved. Leather buckets and axes were used 

to put out fires. 

               

                   

Samuel Pepys (1633 – 1703) 

Samuel Pepys was a Member of 

Parliament and lived in London.  

He kept a very detailed diary from 

1660 – 1669 and this diary 

became one of the most 

important sources of information 

about London during this time in 

history. 

 

This is an artistic impression of the view of 17th Century 

London with the present day view in the distance. 

              


