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 The Gunpowder Plot unit will help the children to fully develop their 

knowledge and understanding of this significant event in British 
history: The Gunpowder Plot.  
 
The children will increase their awareness of the past by finding out 
about Guy Fawkes and other significant individuals involved in the 
plot, such as Robert Catesby and Thomas Percy.  
G 
A lesson on how bonfire night has been celebrated in Britain since 
the 1930s is also designed to consolidate their knowledge of changes 
within living memory. 

The plotters 

 

Guy Fawkes – gunpowder expert; Thomas Percy – one of the King’s 

bodyguards; Robert Catesby – the ringleader; Robert Winter – cousin of 

Robert Catesby; Thomas Winter – cousin of Robert Catesby; John Wright – 

friend of Robert Catesby; Christopher Wright – friend of Robert Catesby; 

Thomas Bates- servant of Robert Catesby. 

 

 

Guy Fawkes 
Guy Fawkes was born on 13th April 1570, in York. His Catholic religion was very 
important to him but, at that time, King James I did not like people being 

Catholic in England. He went to war in Europe to fight on behalf of Spain, 
which was a Catholic country. He called himself ‘Guido’ instead of Guy and 
became an officer. 
 
When he came back to England, he became involved in a plot to kill King James I. 

A group of men, led by Robert Catesby, wanted Guy Fawkes to be involved partly 

because he understood how to use gunpowder, which is very explosive and 

dangerous. This was their Gunpowder Plot. 

                                                      

           Guy Fawkes

 

36 Barrels of Gunpowder 
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Guy Fawkes pretended to be Percy’s servant and started moving barrels of 

gunpowder into the cellar and hid them. Altogether he put 36 barrels in the 

cellar. 

Then, just days before they were ready to blow up Parliament, the plotters 

discovered another problem! On 26th October 1605, Lord Monteagle, who 

was a Catholic, received an unsigned letter that warned him not to go to the 

opening of Parliament on the 5th November. 

A servant of Lord Monteagle told the plotters that someone has written a 

letter about their plans to blow up parliament. The plotters worried that 

they could not go ahead with their plan. They wanted to find out who sent 

the letter but had no proof about who wrote it. 

They checked to see whether the cellar had been searched and the 

gunpowder was still there. They decided to carry on with their plan to blow 

up Parliament… 

 

 

 

A few days before the plotters were ready to carry out their plan, a mysterious 

stranger gave a letter to Lord Monteagle, who was the brother-in-law of one of 

the plotters. It warned him not to go to Parliament on November 5th, as 

something very bad was to happen! 

Lord Monteagle showed his letter to the King, who decided to take it seriously. 

On the morning of 5th November, the King’s guards searched the cellar and found 

Guy Fawkes hiding with the many barrels of gunpowder! 

Guy Fawkes was tortured until he confessed to trying to blow up the Houses of 

Parliament, the King and his government. He was executed! 

The King decided that on the 5th November every year, from that day, we would 

remember the Gunpowder Plot and how Guy Fawkes’s plan failed! 

Every year we burn bonfires and put a model of Guy Fawkes on top. We light 

fireworks and sparklers and celebrate the failure of the Gunpowder Plot. 

 

 

 

The start of the Gunpowder Plot 

It was in the year 1605 in London. A group of young Catholic 

men met to talk about their worries and how angry they 

were that King James I was punishing Catholic people in 

England. 

The men often met in secret in London. They knew that the 

King opens Parliament every year. The King was to be here 

in November 1605. They decided to blow up the houses of 

parliament when the king was inside! They were going to 

use many barrels of gunpowder to do this. 

 

    What happened next? 

Thomas Percy, who was a royal bodyguard, moved to a 

house not far from Parliament. 

The men started to dig a tunnel from the house underneath 

the Houses of Parliament. They dug at night to avoid anyone 

hearing them. Then – a stroke of luck! Thomas Percy was 

allowed to rent a space in a cellar directly underneath the 

Houses of Parliament, right under where the King would be 

sitting! They didn’t need to dig a tunnel anymore. 

  

The King decided that on 

5
th

 November every year, 

we would remember 

that the Gunpowder Plot 

failed by lighting 

fireworks and bonfires. 


