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 ‘The Victorian era’ describes the time during which 

Queen Victoria reigned in Britain (1837-1901). 

Queen Victoria was only 18 years old when she 

became queen and she ruled Britain for 64 years. 

During her 64 year reign, there was a huge contrast 

between how the rich and poor Victorians lived.  

Queen Victoria led the expansion of the British 

empire and saw major changes to all aspects of 

Britain due to exciting discoveries and inventions. 

Key Vocabulary 

arithmetic 
 

Learning about maths and numbers. industry A group 
of companies that all produce the same thing 

Industrial 
Revolution 

A time of major change in the way products were 
made 

invention A new thing that someone has made 
 

livestock Farm animals 
 

migrate Move to a different area to find work or better living 
conditions 

reign To control a country 
 

rural The countryside 
 

revolution A big change in something 
 

typhoid A bacterial infection that can spread throughout the 
body 

 

The Industrial Revolution 

A period of huge change in Britain between 1750 and 1900.  

Before the Industrial Revolution, Britain was a rural country, most people lived 

off the land with livestock.  

People began to realise that coal and steam could be used to power factories, 

large machines, flour and cotton mills. This reduced the time it took to make 

something and increased the amount that could be made and so the Industrial 

Revolution began.  

Huge factories were built and towns expanded.  

People would migrate to the towns attracted by reliable work and pay from the 

factories.  

Houses for workers were built closer to the factories.  

Better transport links helped boost trade by transporting people and goods 

quickly and cheaply all across the country 

 

Slum Streets 

For those living in slums, life could be very hard.  

It was not uncommon to find more than one family 

living in the same house. 

Streets were dirty and contained sewage  

because there were no underground sewers. 

 



  
Victorian Clothes  

➢ Wealthy Victorian women would have worn long dresses or skirts 

with hoops and petticoats, while the men would have worn suits, 

waistcoats and bowler hats. 

➢ Poor families did not have the luxury of new clothes  

and would often wear practical, hard-wearing items  

that would last for a long time.  

➢ Some children in the slums might not have been able  

to afford shoes.  

➢ In Victorian times, there were no washing machines  

or driers to wash clothes with. Instead, water was  

pumped into buckets and washed with soap by hand.  

This was a job requiring lots of effort. A mangle  

would be used for drying clothes by hand, also  

requiring a great deal of time and effort. 

 

The Victorian Toys 

➢ Children from poorer families would often make their own toys, such as 

peg dolls.  

➢ Children from wealthy families would have toys such as rocking horses, 

dolls’ houses or train sets. 

➢ ‘Hoop and stick’ and skipping were popular outdoor games.  

 

Going to School 

➢ In the early Victorian period, only rich boys went to school. 

➢ Poorer boys would be expected to begin working to support the family 

from a very early age. Girls were not educated but  

learned to look after the home or serve richer families. 

➢ Both the teachers and children wrote with chalk  

or slate pencils onto a blackboard or slate. 

➢ School punishments were very harsh and could include  

being struck with a cane or made to stand wearing a ‘dunce’ hat.  

➢ Learning was done by chanting or copying out facts many times until they 

had been remembered. 

➢ The most important lessons were the three Rs: reading, writing and 

arithmetic. Lessons such as music, art or PE were not taught like they are 

today. Drill was physical exercise performed at the side of the desks in the 

classroom. 

Servants and Opulence 

➢ Wealthy families living in large houses might have even had servants 

or staff to cook and clean for them.  

➢ Often, in larger homes, the staff would have lived in the house that 

they worked in. Servant quarters might be in the attic or top floor 

with much less luxury.  
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Key Dates 

1838 - Queen Victoria crowned aged 18 

1840 - Queen Victoria married Prince Albert  

1842 - Children under 10 can no longer work in underground mines 

1844 - Children aged 8-13 can no longer work for more than 6.5 hours per day 

1856 - Each county has to have its own police force 

1861 - Prince Albert died of typhoid  

1864 - Children under 10 can no longer work as chimney sweeps  

1870 - Schools are built for children aged 5-10  

1872 - The first FA Cup Final takes place  

1880 - The Education Act makes schooling compulsory for all children aged 5-10  

1901 - Queen Victoria dies and Edward VII becomes King 

 

 

 

Key Inventions 

1800s- Railway Network  

1838- Photography  

1840- Penny Black Stamp  

1843- Christmas Cards  

1852- British Pillar Post Box  

1852- Public Flushing Toilet  

1863- London Underground Railway  

1872- The Penny Farthing Bicycle  

1876- Telephone  

1879- Electric Bulb  

1885- Petrol Motor Car  

1895- X-ray 

Homes for the Rich  

Large Victorian homes were filled with beautiful furniture and ornate 

decoration. Victorian styles included floral wallpaper patterns, thick curtains, 

detailed rugs and elaborate ornamental décor. They also featured polished 

wooden floors, beautifully carved furniture and elaborately framed paintings. 

Upper class homes might have large grounds or a garden. 

These homes were often lucky enough to have flushing toilets, inside 

bathrooms and running water.  

• Wealthy households could even  

have gas lighting! 

 

Homes for the Poor 

Unlike wealthier families, poorer families lived in much smaller houses. As 

many people were moving to towns and cities for work, rows of back-to-back 

terraced houses were built for the poor, with many people living closely 

together. 

Inside these houses, the conditions would have been much more basic without 

elaborate decoration. These houses didn’t have gardens; sometimes, they 

would have small yards. In these yards, there would also be an outdoor toilet 

which would be shared with the neighbours.  

 

 

   


