
AUCKLAND COLLEGE
NEWSLETTER

Every child matters, every moment counts. 

Welcome to our Spring term newsletter. It has been a busy
start to 2022 and our secondary school pupils have, once
again, undertaken reading and spelling tests in order for
teachers to assess their progress since September 2021. It has
been pleasing to see so many of our pupils have developed
their reading skills, which will have a positive impact on their
future learning.   
Our pupils have shown commitment to their studies
throughout this half-term and a large number of our Year 7 to
Year 10 cohort have successfully submitted their Twisted Tales
short stories to the Young Writers association – they are to be
published later this year. While our Year 11 pupils are currently
studying the remaining components of their courses and
completing a range of internal assessment assignments to be
presented to the examination boards in June.  
At Auckland College we value parental involvement so please
contact form tutors or subject teachers via Class Dojo with any
concerns or comments. 

Messages from the secondary
department
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Important dates 
Spring 2 term starts: 28

February 2022 
World Book Day: 3 March 2022 
International Womens’ Day: 8

March 2022 
World Poetry Day: 21 March

2022  
Spring 2 term ends: 8 April

2022 
  



It is important all pupils arrive at school on time at
8:30 a.m. The start of the day often has an impact
on the rest of the day, while pupils always benefit
from arriving at school and having the opportunity
to attend form periods. In addition, the appearance
of pupils is highly valued at Auckland College with
good uniform a sign of our pupils’ integrity and
willingness to succeed. 
  
As the academic year progresses it is vital pupils
have the correct equipment at all times. Teachers
are happy to offer guidance on additional resources
such as apps, websites, and study guides. 

Mr.Davies - Assistant Head for Secondary 

 

Teacher spotlight- New additions

Hello, my name is Miss Flavell. I am delighted
to be here at Auckland college, covering Miss
Bradshaw whilst she is on maternity leave. I
studied Fine Art at University before doing
my PGCE in Art and Design. I specialised in
painting and fine art photography, and I still
like to draw for my friends and family in my
free time. Before becoming a teacher I
worked for a charity called Mencap,
supporting adults with learning disabilities
and dementia to be independent in their
homes and out in their communities. I love to
travel, cook (and eat!), and explore the local
area by bike... I have lived here for ten years
and I am still exploring!

Important messages



Science – Miss Burns 
Year 7 has been studying Energy this half term, they have
created their own mnemonics to help them memorise the ten
energy stores. Year 7  have used their Maths skills to calculate
the power of different household devices and they have
presented their own findings of different renewable energy
resources. 
  
Year 8 has been learning about heat Energy transfer. Year 8
remotely watched an experiment to see which surfaces are the
best emitters and absorbers of infrared radiation. Using what
they found out they discussed how houses are insulated and
researched different methods of insulating a house.  
  
Year 9 has been calculating energy changes associated with a
moving body, a stretched spring, or an object raised above the
ground. Students have practiced their Maths skills by
rearranging equations, converting units, and using a standard
form. I was particularly impressed by Year 9’s presentations on
the advantages and disadvantages of different renewable
energy resources. 
  
Year 10 has been studying Electricity and Static Electricity. They
can now measure the resistance of different circuits using
voltmeters and ammeters. They can use equations relating to
potential difference, current, the quantity of charge, resistance,
power, energy, and time, to solve problems for circuits. They
have also enjoyed using charged rods to attract paper,
demonstrating static electricity.  
  
Year 11 have completed their Physics learning this term, they
have attended boosters on a Wednesday for exam practice and
completed additional Educake questions to consolidate their
subject knowledge.
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English- Mr Davies 
During the term, pupils have enjoyed a range of topics: Year 7
has been developing their writing skills with a focus on setting
and atmosphere, Year 8 have been studying the history of the
English language including discursive writing; they recently
participated in a tag debate. Year 9 pupils have been studying
how poets present thoughts and feelings in a range of poems.
Year 10 pupils have been studying Shakespeare’s Macbeth,
while Year 11 pupils have completed their spoken language
presentation and have been studying a range of poems from the
WJEC Eduqas anthology.  



IT – Miss Hodson 

Year 7 pupils have been learning about the “History
of Game Design” this term. Pupils have developed
an understanding of the nature and variety of
computer games and their implications and how
technology has developed over time. 
 
Year 8 has continued to develop an understanding
and knowledge of how to use spreadsheets to store
and manipulate data, how to use common
functions, and how to extract data to create visual
representations using charts. Pupils have used
spreadsheets to track and calculate income, make
predictions, and answer “what if…?” questions. 
 
Year 9 has been exploring different design tools
and their elements and understanding how to
select a design tool for a specific purpose. 
 
Year 10 have been getting ready for their
coursework project next year. They have been
learning to identify the correct software for a given
purpose and considering how to add security and
test their work. 
 
Year 11 have been working hard on Tasks 1, 2, and
3 of their coursework this term. Pupils have been
planning their coursework projects using various
project management tools and have started to
implement their IT systems. 
IT booster club is every Monday for support with
coursework and exam revision. It is important that
pupils continue to keep up their subject knowledge
using their revision booklets and packs during next
term. 



Business – Mrs. Savage / Miss. Watters 
Year 7 has been discussing the allocation of resources. They are
working well on the different topics within the business and have
made great progress in linking ideas from different topics. Year 7
produced presentations on the role of the bank in England, it was
great to see everyone engaged and working as a group. 

Year 8 has been studying production in the business. The work
produced on quality assurance was some of their best this year.
Students are able to accurately discuss the differences between
job, batch, and flow production. It was particularly encouraging to
see students using case study examples in their assessment
responses. 

Year 9 has completed the topic of finance during this half-term.
This is a difficult topic with many mathematic components and
equations. Year 9 have risen to challenge superbly and have
continued to impress me with their engagement with all aspects
of the course. They should be proud of their resilience. The use of
revision booklets and cue cards this term was a real learning
curve for GCSE preparation. 

History – Mr Davies / Miss Watters 
Year 7 has been exploring how the Normans used castles
to control England after the Battle of Hastings. In class,
Jimmy was asked to be our Saxon spy and explore a virtual
Motte and Bailey castle on the big screen. Everyone was
able to examine the key parts of the castle and make notes
in preparation for an attack next lesson! It was great to see
such enthusiasm and engagement from the class. 

Year 8 began exploring the impact of the industrial
revolution during the 18th and 19th centuries. They began
to explain some of the key changes that occurred in the
lives of everyday people during this time. I have loved their
enthusiasm and it has been really great to see them adding
in their own research on coal mining. It was obvious from
their assessments that they had engaged with the material
outside of school.   

Year 9 has worked incredibly hard this half-term. We had a
big focus on the structure and development of key ideas in
line with second-order concepts. I was really impressed
with their ability to recall key ideas about health during the
middle ages and Industrial revolution. 

St During the term GCSE pupils have been examining how
the Nazi Party rose to power in Component 3 ‘Living under
Nazi Rule’ with a focus on collating revision notes to be
used when they revise for their future GCSE examination.  



Art- Miss Bradshaw 

Year 7’s project is all to do with the architect Antoni
Gaudi. They have explored techniques such as collage
and 3D drawing – this is a really colorful project! Year
8 has started a Sweets and Treats project; this
particularly focuses on how to use the grid method to
scale up, and tonal blending. They have researched
the sculptor, Claes Oldenburg. Year 9 has started an
Icons project, which will focus a lot on why people are
iconic. They have researched the graphic artist
Shepard Fairey, and will eventually create a portrait in
his style.  



Geography- Miss. Watters
Year 7 has been exploring rainforests around the world. They have
examined how life is different for tribes in the Amazon and their own
lives. I was impressed with their effort in the homework competition
with many students achieving the gold prize. Yevin gained the most
points and was awarded the prize of "jungle explorer". Year 7's best
work came when they created a climate graph. This was the first time
we had used graphical skills in Geography and they were able to create
accurate graphs displaying rainfall and temperature in the Amazon
rainforest. 

Year 8 explored fragile environments this half-term. They practiced
skills closely linked to science such as food webs and food chains. Their
fact files on Antarctica were particularly impressive. Well done to Year
8 for their group presentations on endangered animals. It was great to
see everyone working with new people to produce their projects. 

Year 9 have been conducting their first inquiry at the GCSE level. The
students were given 4 weeks of preparation with classes, boosters, and
homework all aimed at creating a profile on Kenya. The students were
then given IT sessions and booster time to create an article that
compared Kenya to either the UK or South Africa. They were able to
produce some excellent projects that were able to compare healthcare,
social reform, political situation, climate, and many more. I am so
impressed with the work they have produced and they should be proud
of their achievements. 

Year 10 has been examining the impacts of Hazards on our planet. We
broke the topic down into three main sections; causes, effects, and
responses. The students have really engaged with this topic and their
understanding of the Boscastle flood and Hurricane Katrina was
excellent. 

Year 11 continue to engage well with the remaining course material.
After this week the Year 11's have completed the GCSE course and will
be revising in lesson time with past papers and skill-based exercises. I
am happy with their progress. Well done Year 11. 

P.E- Mr. Wellington
This term key stage 3, has been focusing on team sports,
developing teamwork skills, practicing discipline, and
sportsmanship. This term the main sport was Lacrosse. Lacrosse
was something new which most of the pupils had not experienced
before. 

Here we looked at different skills in attacking and defending while
understanding how these skills are transferrable across other
sports. 

The GCSE class has been fully underway completing their Unit 1
Assignments in Practical Sport, looking at officiating in different
games.



Sports

ENHANCEDENHANCED
CURRICULUMCURRICULUM

Design Technology
Some amazing pencil cases were designed and created this
term in DT. Pupils have been learning to consider the basic
elements of design. Pupils have been learning some basic
stitches and the parts of a sewing machine and how to use the
equipment safely. Pupils then began to make their designs a
reality, using various stitches and using crafting to add that
little bit extra to their designs.

Crazy Science  
Students have developed their Engineering skills in
Crazy Science this half term. We have raced carrot
cars, built a structure out of paper and engineered
small electrical devices such a fan and an
electromagnet. 

Students participated in a variety of sports and
activities at Fire Fit in Toxteth.



It is with great pride and pleasure that we announce the
launching of our new Auckland College Independent School
website www.aucklandcollege.com . 

The website has been designed and built to showcase our
fantastic school, our school curriculum, day-to-day life, and
the available extra-curricular activities delivered via our
Enhanced Curriculum. 

The main purpose of the new website was to improve
accessibility and provide current and prospective parents
with all the key information and news they might require, as
well as set out statutory documents and showcase the
uniqueness of our school. The navigation has been
restructured to ensure it is user-friendly and meets
appropriate guidelines.

Overall, we believe the new website successfully represents
Auckland College’s values and ethos.  
Our new school website is a huge step forward, streamlining
the way we convey information to parents and post the most
current school notices. We have designed this website to
provide a comprehensive overview of our aims and values,
useful information, resources for pupils, parents, and carers.
Our new website includes a range of useful links for pupils, as
well as parents and carers, from Remote Learning/Home
Learning links to those that provide support, guidance, and
advice from outside agencies. 

We also want the website to be a useful source of news
ranging from termly curriculum topics, terms dates, latest
news and a calendar of events at the school. Links to our
social media platforms (Facebook and Twitter) have also
been incorporated.  

We feel the new website offers a much-improved experience
for all users and we look forward to developing it further to
suit everyone’s needs.  
We welcome everyone’s feedback, suggestions and
comments. 
Miss. Boyd



The DOJO winners
 for this half term were

 
Year 7 Lily

Year 8 Seba
Year 9 Eva M 

Year 10 Rafael
Year 11 Abhinav


