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Every pupil matters, every moment counts

Staff and pupils in Auckland’s Early Years department, have completed another busy
term. This summer term provides teachers with a chance to reflect on the progression
our children have made since the beginning of the academic year. It is wonderful to
see how much they have flourished and achieved since September and we have one
final term to get them ready for their next stage of learning. 
Next term is a very important time in the academic year, as we prepare children for
their transition into their next class in September. We will be working closely with you
to ensure children make smooth transitions and have opportunities to meet their new
class teacher. Throughout next term, the children will be celebrating all their hard
work and achievements for this academic year. We have planned Pre-Prep and
Reception Graduation Ceremonies, a visit from ‘Zoo Lab’ and a ‘Spanish celebration’
workshop day. It will be a busy but very exciting time for our early year’s children.
Thank you all for your continued support

We hope you have a lovely bank holiday break and enjoy quality time with your little
ones.

Miss Kelly, Assistant Head of Early Years

Message From The EYFS Team
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Important Dates coming up

27th May- Term Ends 
2nd and 3rd June- Bank Holiday 
6th June - Term Starts 
17th June - End of Year Reports
20th-22nd June - EY Parents
Evening 
15th July- Term Ends



Pre-Prep 2 look after their own
class caterpillars and watch

them turn into beautiful
butterflies.

Reception take part in a food
tasting session, as they try a
range of fruits from the story,

Handa's Surprise. 

Auckland EYFS take part in Jubilee
celebration parties

Try some tasty snacks with your
little one this half term. 

Goodbye and Good
Luck! 

  
Goodbye and good luck to
Miss Jess, who has gone on
maternity leave to have her
baby boy.  

Enriching
Opportunities This

Term
.

¼ small sweet potato
½ tbsp olive oil

200g cooked peas
1 garlic clove , crushed
1 tbsp tahini
squeeze of lemon
1 tbsp cooked cannellini beans , from a can
2 tbsp olive oil
strips of pitta bread , to serve
raw vegetable sticks, to serve

Sweet Potato Crisps
 

Ingredients

Method
Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6 and slice the sweet
potato thinly. Toss with the olive oil and roast for 15-20
mins until crisp. Leave to cool.

Pea Hummus
 

Ingredients

Method
Blitz all the ingredients together using a hand blender or
food processor. Add 1-2 tbsp water, then blitz again.
Transfer a portion to a pot and add to a lunchbox with pitta
bread strips and veg sticks. Keep the rest chilled for up to 3
days.

 

 



Love is in the Auckland air! EYFS
celebrated Valentines day by

A visit from the Fire service to talk to
our children about fire safety. The

children had the opportunity to
examine the fire engine and find out

how they connect to water. The
children particularly enjoyed hearing
the sirens as they waved goodbye. 

Pre-Prep 1
Pre-Prep one have a had a busy and exciting few weeks.
We have continued with our phonics work and we are
getting very confident with initial sounds in words. We
have been focussing on pencil control and are using our
‘crocodile fingers’ a lot when using pens and pencils. 

In maths we have been looking at weight, heights and
capacity. We have been looking more into what items are
heavy and light and why we think this – we have then
started to compare objects to see which is heaviest and
which is lightest.

Our ‘Vets’ topic was a great success, we loved to look after
our animals and make sure they were feeling better. We
experimented with different materials to see which one
would make the comfiest bed for our Rabbit who had to
stay overnight in the vets! This topic encouraged more
interest in many different animals and so we have started
to learn about farm animals. We are really enjoying
learning all about different animals – we can tell you lots of
facts about them!
Our Caterpillars are growing well and we are so excited to
watch them turn into Butterflies!! We have also planted
some seeds and are watering them each day to see how
they grow. We are predicting which seeds will sprout first
and which will be the tallest!

 

Enriching Opporunities
This TermLook what we have been

getting up to!



PP2 have had a brilliant first Summer Term. Some
notable highlights for the children have been looking
after their own class caterpillars (Luna, Bob, Betty, Bing
and Curly), until they turned into beautiful butterflies.
We also had a go at growing our own runner beans
and watching them turn into beanstalks! Finally, no one
could forget our ‘Royal Tea Party’ to celebrate The
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. We loved making cakes to
eat with iced tea and parading around the playground
in crowns and tiaras!
In Phonics the children have continued to secure their
knowledge of Phase 2 sounds, by reading simple words
or sentences with support when needed. Everyone is
also making good progress at learning the Phase 3
sounds and tricky words.
In Mathematics the children have been comparing lots
of different types of measurements. This includes
looking at objects that are big, small, long, short, heavy,
and light. We even compared different capacities
during water-play to make containers full and empty. In
Expressive Arts and Design, we have been singing lots
of songs, some familiar and some new. Finally, our PE
lessons and the warmer weather have allowed for the
children to play lots of ‘duck, duck, goose’ outside,
which has been lots of fun!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 text

Pre-Prep 2

This half term we will be enjoying two bank 
holidays! Auckland EYFS thought it would be a 
great idea to put our baking skills to the test! In 

true 'Mary Berry' style we envisioned making some 
super tasty cakes to celebrate the Queen's 

Platinum Jubilee. If you have a go, please share 
your creations with us by sending a picture  of 

them to your child's teacher via Class Dojo! 
 

Let's Bake!



PP3 have had an amazing half term, they have had such fun learning
about their topic of dinosaurs, it was never ending. 
The children have had a great time talking about their topic of
dinosaurs and what they wanted to learn about them. 
It was great fun listening to the different sounds dinosaurs made and
looking at the different types of dinosaur and guessing if each one was
a Carnivore, Herbivore or Omnivore and seeing if we were correct. 
It has been great for the children to play in our Dinosaur Park as well
as our Dinosaur Tuff Trays. 
In Numeracy the children have enjoyed learning about maps, and
talking about journeys, both creating a new journey for Teddy, as well
as talking about their own journey to school. It was also great to see
the effort that was put in for the Pirate Maps for homework. 
In Phonics, we have been looking at some Phase 3 digraphs, which the
children are doing very well with learning. It has also been good to see
the increase in school reading books being sent out this half term. 
I look forward to our adventures next half term. 
Mrs Collins 

Pre-Prep 3

Dear Parents, 

My name is Miss Bainbridge and I am the Phonics Coordinator for the EYFS Department.
As part of my role, I would like to develop and enhance a number of aspects in the department,
to enrich the children's experiences for reading and writing. 
At the beginning of the academic year the Reception team held a Parent Phonics Workshop
and we intend to make these sessions accessible for all early years families. 
At the beginning of the next academic year we will be recording parent friendly workshops to
support phonics learning at home. We will also be sending home a phonics toolkit filled with
fun phonics games, flash cards, sound mats and a guidebook. I am excited about my new role
and look forward to boosting the outcomes in reading and writing in early years.

Yours sincerely,
Miss Bainbridge 

A message from our new
 Phonics Coordinator



We cannot believe it is the end of our first summer
term! Reception have been super busy learning all
about life under the sea and different homes and
habitats. We have discussed our favourite Under
the Sea creatures and even had a try of making our
own! We recorded our favourite creatures in a bar
chart.

We have been focusing on the story Handa's
Surprise and we found that some of us had not
tasted all the fruits from the story, so we decided to
have a food tasting afternoon to try! Mango was
our favourite. We noticed that the homes in the
story were different to our own and we used the
internet to research where the story was set. We
discovered that Handa lived in a small village in
South West Kenya! We discussed similarities and
differences of the houses in the village to our
houses in the UK. 

In phonics we have moved on to phase 4 speed
sounds and tricky words; the children have made
fantastic progression in this area. This term we are
really pushing for automatic recall of number
bonds to ten and the children have worked really
hard to grasp this concept.  

Once again we thank you for your continued
support.
Miss Monaghan and Miss Bainbridge 

Reception


