
Welcome to the first EYFS termly newsletter of the school year. It has been an
eventful first term with children transitioning from our Auckland House Nursery
to Pre-Prep, new children starting with us and children commencing their first
school year in Reception. Throughout this term, teachers and support staff have
been getting to know the children and understanding where they are up to with
their learning. This has been through assessment and building strong staff and
pupil relationships. The children have thoroughly enjoyed the exciting topics
and learning experiences that the EYFS team have provided, including
Reception children visiting a local farm for some pumpkin picking, making
pumpkin soup in class and children taking part in nature walks, collecting
autumnal objects such as conkers, pine-cones and colourful leaves. These
experiences have a positive impact with our children's attitude to learning and
making their time in school enjoyable and fulfilling.

Miss Kelly, 
Assistant Head of Early Years
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Every pupil matters, every moment counts
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Important Dates coming up

31st October -INSET Day. Holiday
club available
1st November -Autumn Term (2)
starts
14th December- Winter Jumper Day
14th December- Last day of term
9th January- Term Starts



Reception took a trip to
Kenyan Hall Farm to do some

pumpkin picking!

Reception Red making
pumpkin soup!

Enriching
Opportunities in
EYFS This Term

.

 PP2 read the story The
Gingerbread Man and
decorated their own

gingerbread man biscuits 

Welcome!

Try some tasty snacks with your
little one over the half term

break!

We are very pleased to
welcome Miss Mott as our

new Pre-Prep 1 teacher. She
has made a big impression

during her first term in
Auckland College and has

developed wonderful
relationships with the
children in her class. 

 

This kid-friendly Pumpkin Soup is creamy, thick and
delicious. Perfect for lunch or dinner or fabulous for out-door

picnics in an insulated food jar.

Ingredients

1 tbsp olive oil
1 onion diced finely
1kg pumpkin diced into 1–2cm cubes
3 medium potatoes diced into 1–2cm cubes
2 cloves garlic crushed
1 tsp finely chopped fresh rosemary
2 cups vegetable stock

In a large soup pot over a medium heat the oil and saute the onions
until softened, around 2 or 3 minutes.

Instructions
1.

2. Add the garlic, pumpkin, potato and rosemary and saute for a further
5 minutes stirring regularly so that the mix does not catch. You may

need to add small amounts of boiling water if required
3. Add two cups of stock and two cups of water, season with salt and

pepper and bring the soup to the boil.
4. Once the soup is at boiling point, turn the heat down to low and
simmer for around 30 minutes until the potato and pumpkin have

cooked through and are starting to fall apart.
5. Remove from the heat and cool slightly, for around 5 minutes.
6. With an immersion blender, blend until the mixture is smooth.



Love is in the Auckland air! EYFS
celebrated Valentines day by

A visit from the Fire service to talk to
our children about fire safety. The

children had the opportunity to
examine the fire engine and find out

how they connect to water. The
children particularly enjoyed hearing
the sirens as they waved goodbye. 

Pre-Prep 1
Miss Mott

Pre-Prep 1 have settled really well into their new class
this half term. We started the year with our ‘All About
Me’ topic. For this, we discussed how we are all unique
and individual, and we talked about our favourite
things, such as favourite foods, colours and animals.
The children then created their own self-portraits, and
we looked through our family photos, discussing how
everyone has a different family as well. For the first
few weeks of term, we also focused on listening and
attention skills in Phonics, working mainly on
environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, body
percussion and rhyming words.

After this, we then moved onto our ‘Autumn’ topic. We
learnt about the signs of Autumn, such as leaves
changing colour and weather getting colder and
rainier. The children made some Autumn leaves by
finger-painting, they made some hedgehog and
squirrel collages with some of the leaves they collected
for homework, and they created suncatchers to hang
in their windows at home.

Our final topic for this half term was ‘People Who Help
Us’, focusing mainly on the emergency services. The
children loved playing in our Fire Station role play area,
making their own fire fighter hats and pretending to be
detectives doing some fingerprinting! We also started
learning some sounds in Phonics, beginning with ‘s’,
‘a’, ‘t’ and ‘p’.

Well done for a brilliant first half term Pre-Prep 1, keep
up the amazing work!

Enriching Opporunities
This TermLook what we have been

getting up to!

Making Autumn Leaves

Fire Fighter Lola

Our Autumn Suncatchers



I am so proud of how well Pre-Prep 2 have begun to settle into their new
class. In this half-term we began by learning all about our friends,
sharing pictures of our families, talking about our likes and dislikes and
even creating self-portraits. 

We have been regularly using Twinkl Phonics to help with our Phase 2
Phonics, practising sounds such as: s,a,t,p,i,n and sounding out simple
words such as: ‘sat’, ‘tap’ and ‘pat’. This also includes recognising our
names and tracing over letters to form our own. 

All the children have had an integral role in determining our topic work so
far. While learning about Autumn and the autumnal changes happening
outside, we painted autumn trees, investigated conkers, pine cones and
leaves, as well as played in our farmer’s market role play area. This
includes learning about our latest topic Traditional Tales. There has been
a focus on counting and number recognition in Mathematics this term
through singing songs, playing number splat and using fast recognition
of up to three objects. 

In Expressive Arts and Design, we have been singing and dancing to
some of our favourite songs, as well as taking part in simple pretend
play. Our PE lessons have involved different types of balancing and
working on our ball skills through rolling, throwing and catching. 
Finally, we were able to celebrate a number of events such as, World
Space Week, by making moon sand and reading space stories. We also
took part in the school’s own clothes day to raise money for Childhood
Eye Cancer Trust and Children with Cancer.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre-Prep 2
Miss Patterson

Reception Class Trip

Golden Raffle
Ticket Winners

Collecting Autumnal
natural objects



PP3 have had a fantastic start to the school year. All the children
have fully settled into the Pre-Prep 3 routines and have made
new friends, whilst having lots of fun!
We started the school year off by recapping our Phase 2 sounds
and Phase 2 Tricky Words and met Kit and Sam phonics
characters in our lessons. We are enjoying following their
adventures, whilst learning new sounds.

The children have worked very hard during their numeracy
lessons. They have been practising their counting from 1 – 20,
including the counting of objects from 1-10.
They have also had to problem solve many mathematical
problems, involving numbers up to 20.

The children have really enjoyed our most recent topic of
'Autumn'. They have been learning and talking about Autumn, as
well as exploring some natural resources, which the children
have helped to collect and investigate using our magnifying
glasses. 

I cannot wait to see what adventures we get up to next half term.
Well Done PP3!

Mrs Collins 

Pre-Prep 3
Ms Collins

Important Messages

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our school
community for supporting us with parking safely, respectfully

and lawfully during school drop off and pick up times. We have
observed a noticeable difference since our messages sent out

regarding this matter. 
 

Thank you for your continued support!
 

Writing our names

Celebrating our identity

Working on our
fine motor skills



Reception have had such an amazing first few months! We
have been making lots of new friends and learning new daily
routines.  

In Maths we have been busy subitising, creating repeating
patterns and practising our counting and number formation.
We have also just begun to explore number bonds and we are
doing very well with this skill!
 
In English we have been practising our letter formation, fine
motor skills activities have been helping us a lot with this. We
are recognising phase 2 sounds, initial sounds in words and
writing cvc words and short sentences! 

We had so much fun during our Pumpkin Picking trip – we
explored our surroundings and picked a pumpkin each from
the patch. The coach journey there was so fun too and some
of us got a little sleepy on the way back after all that hard work!
The pumpkin soup we made was delicious too. 
A huge well done to everyone in Reception , we have loved
getting to know you all well over the last couple of months and
can’t wait to see what exciting things will happen next term! 

 
 
 
 

Reception
Miss Scholfield & Miss Lloyd


