
Last day of Holiday Club - Fri 23rd Dec
Holiday Club reopens - Thurs 5th Jan
INSET Day - Fri 6th Jan
Term restarts - Mon 9th Jan
National Storytelling Week - w/c 30th Jan
Children's Mental Health Week - w/c 6th Feb
Last day of term - Fri 10th Feb
Holiday Club - w/c 13th Feb
Valentine's Day - Tues 14th Feb
Spring 2 Term starts - Mon 20th Feb 

Key Dates

Merry Christmas!
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350g/12oz plain flour, plus extra for rolling out
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda
2 tsp ground ginger
1 tsp ground cinnamon
125g/4½oz butter
175g/6oz light soft brown sugar
1 free-range egg
4 tbsp golden syrup

Try some Christmas baking over the 
Winter break!

Gingerbread recipe

https://www.thelunacinema.com

https://www.knowsleysafariexperience.co.uk/events/ench
anted/

https://www.everymanplayhouse.com/whats-on/the-rock-
n-roll-panto-red-riding-hood

https://otterspooladventurecentre.co.uk/events/the-
christmas-experience/

Things to do with the family over Christmas in
Liverpool!
Luna Cinema - St. George's Hall, 19th-23rd Dec 

Enchanted - Knowsley Safari Park, 19th Nov-30th Dec

The Rock 'n' Roll Panto: Little Red Riding Hood - Everyman,
25th Nov-14th Jan 

Otterspool Magical Christmas Experience - Otterspool
Adventure, weekends from 19th Nov-24th Dec

From Everyone at Auckland College!
Looking forward to seeing you in the New Year

Sift together the flour, bicarbonate of soda, ginger and cinnamon and
pour into the bowl of a food processor. Add the butter and blend until
the mix looks like breadcrumbs. Stir in the sugar. 
Lightly beat the egg and golden syrup together, add to the food
processor and pulse until the mixture clumps together. Tip the dough
out, knead briefly until smooth, wrap in cling film and leave to chill in
the fridge for 15 minutes.
Preheat the oven to 180C/160C Fan/Gas 4. Line two baking trays with
greaseproof paper. 
Roll the dough out to a 0.5cm/¼in thickness on a lightly floured
surface. Using cutters, cut out the gingerbread men shapes and place
on the baking tray, leaving a gap between them. 
Bake for 12–15 minutes, or until lightly golden-brown. Leave on the
tray for 10 minutes and then move to a wire rack to finish cooling.
When cooled decorate with the writing icing and cake decorations, if
using.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/plain_flour
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/plain_flour
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/bicarbonate_of_soda
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/ginger_ground
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/cinnamon
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/butter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/brown_sugar
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/egg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/golden_syrup


Pre-Prep 1
Pre-Prep 1 have had a fantastic second half term. 
After having a lovely week at Holiday Club, we 
started our Autumn 2 term by learning about different 
special days and celebrations, starting with Halloween, by 
doing some spooky crafts and activities. We then started
discussing what we might see at Bonfire Night and we did some
Bonfire Night crafts, including making edible sparklers and
firework paintings. Also, we made our own poppies and learnt
about why we wear them for Remembrance Day. 

Following this, we started our Superhero topic. We became
subitising superheroes by practising subitising up to three, we
made our own superhero masks and we loved dressing up for our
Superhero Day! 

Finally, we started our Christmas topic. We made our own
Christmas cards to give to our loved ones, we made some
homemade Christmas decorations and we discussed how
Christmas is celebrated in different countries around the world.
Our Winter Performances were a massive success and we sang
our Christmas songs so beautifully for our families.

Well done PP1 for a fantastic half term. Have a lovely Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

Best wishes,
Miss Mott



Pre-Prep 2 
Pre-Prep 2 have been working very hard these past few weeks and we have 
seen their development come on so much. 

In this half-term we began by learning about ‘Celebrations and Events’ that 
were happening, such as Bonfire Night, Remembrance Day and Children in 
Need. 
We have been continuing to develop our knowledge of Phase 2 Phonics by 
practising sounds such as m, d, g, and o through the Twinkl scheme. The 
children are also showing some promising improvement when writing letters 
and even their own names with guidance when necessary. 

All the children enjoyed our ‘Simon Sock’ topic, which linked well with Anti- 
Bullying Week and gave us the opportunity to celebrate our uniqueness by 
wearing odd socks. Throughout the last two weeks, we have been learning 
about our new topic ‘Christmas’. We have been practising Christmas songs, 
making decorations, cards and even completed our Winter Performance for 
our families. 

In Mathematics we have been using some initial problem-solving skills in 
practical play-based situations and comparing groups by using the 
language of more and fewer. In Expressive Arts and Design, we have been 
putting our arts and crafts skills to the test by using different materials and 
techniques to join pieces together. Finally, our PE lessons have given us 
great opportunities to have hopping and skipping races, as well as build up 
our gross motor muscles.

Miss Patterson 



Pre-Prep 3 
PP3 have had an amazing half term, 

they have learnt so much and 
they have thoroughly enjoyed our 

topic on Christmas.
 

This half term the children have been 
developing their reading skills in 

Phonics; they have practiced the skills 
of segmenting and blending, as well as 

the use of Sound Buttons and Robot 
Talk.

 
In Numeracy, the children have been 
practicing their counting skills; they 

have been able to count a number of 
physical objects or pictures to the 
total amount of 15. They have also 

been working on their number 
recognition skills to 10. 

 
The children took part in the Winter 

Performance and I was extremely 
proud of how confident they were to 

put on a show for you all. 
 

All the children have enjoyed talking 
about Christmas, and what they have 

seen in the environment, as well as 
their own traditions at home.

 
I am also proud to say that Elf School 

was a great day, and all the children 
are now qualified Santa's Elves.

 
Have a wonderful Winter Holiday and I 
look forward to our next adventures in 

the New Year.
 

Thank you
Mrs Collins

 



Reception
Reception have been super busy this half term! We have been 
learning new Phase 3 sounds in Phonics and have focused on 
segmenting and blending words, as well as writing super 
sentences! 
In Maths we have been looking at number bonds to 5 and 10, 
and ‘one more’ and ‘one less’ than any given number. We can 
talk about groups of objects and understand which group has 
more or fewer.
‘Owl Babies’ was a lovely topic for us and we had so much fun 
when our animal friends came to visit us in school. We got to 
meet two owls, a meerkat, a tortoise and a bearded dragon! We 
loved learning all about them; it was so interesting.
Reception staff would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ and ‘well 
done’ to all of our lovely children for doing so well in their 
Winter Performances! You all did so well and did yourselves 
and us proud!
What an excellent few months we’ve had, well done Reception 
Red and Yellow!


