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After a long term, we hope you all have a
wonderful break. The children have been working
extremely hard since September and we are really
pleased with what they have achieved.

I have been particularly proud of the way in which
the children have worked with the local
community; raising money for charity, starting a
food bank and toy collection drive, singing for a
local care home and performing in the fantastic
Winter Performances. It is so important to reach
out to others and this is something that we want
to instill in our students in the future.

We hope you enjoy reading about our
achievements in this newsletter, we certainly
enjoyed completing them.

Have a great winter break.

 Mr Ramsden
 Deputy Headteacher

Deputy Head's Message
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Key Dates

Last Day of Holiday club - Fri 23rd Dec
Holiday Club Opens - Thurs 5th Jan
Spring term begins - Mon 9th Jan
World Religions Day - Mon 16th Jan
Chinese New Year - Sun 22nd Jan
National Handwriting Day - Mon 23rd Jan
National Storytelling Week - Mon 30th Jan
NSPCC Maths Day - Fri 3rd Feb
Children's Mental Health Week - Mon 6th Feb
Safer Internet Day - Wed 8th Feb
End of Term - Fri 10th Feb

Important Notices
School Snacks

There has been an increase in school snacks that are not
appropriate to bring into school such as: large chocolate
bars, sweets, fizzy drinks and fast food. Can you please
ensure that the snacks that you send your children into
school with are healthy and fill your children up with
goodness, and have no nuts in them.

Jewellery

Please note students must not come to school wearing
jewellery including: rings, bracelets, necklaces and watches
connected to the Internet. A simple watch and small
earrings are the only permitted jewellery. Jewellry may be
removed from students and kept safe.



Year 1 
What a fantastic, busy term we have had! The children have
been  superstars over the past few weeks and have all made
steady progression in each area of their learning. In English
we have been focusing on our independent writing; the
children particularly 'wowed' us with their fantastic winter
acrostic poems. In Maths, we have been working hard on
place value and telling the time to the hour and half past the
hour; well done year one you have really grasped this concept.  

This term we enjoyed a fantastic learning experience when
visiting the Liverpool World Museum; this fitted perfectly with 
 our 'local area' topic this term.  We showed excellent subject
knowledge when participating in a Liverpool Workshop
hosted by the museum. The staff were overwhelmed with
how fantastic we behaved and the teachers were so proud!
During our visit we found our school and Sefton Park on a
giant map!  

The children have worked so hard in perfecting their Winter
performances and we are so proud of how well they
performed. We cannot wait to welcome you all back for the
next one!  We want to thank you for your support, and we
look forward to the upcoming half term.  Have a wonderful
winter break.

Best wishes, 
Miss Monaghan, Miss Martin and Mrs Gordon 



Year 2

In English, the children read 'Around the World with Max and
Lemon' and wrote postcards from Max's point of view. They
have also used the features of a haiku to write their own
seasonal poems. These included lots of descriptive language
and the children really enjoyed reading their poems out loud to
the class. We were very impressed with how confident the
children were as they read to their classmates. The children then
continued their learning by reading the book 'Around the World
in 80 Days'. They used persuasive language to create job
adverts to advertise the job role of 'Fellow Explorer' to join
Phileas Fogg on his epic adventures. 

In Maths, Year 2 have been learning all about money. They have
learnt how to add and subtract amounts and recognise the coins
and notes used in their daily lives. The children have also been
very busy developing their multiplication skills, focusing on the
different methods in which to add, subtract and count equal
groups.

In Science, Year 2 have developed their enquiry and investigative
skills to explore living things in their habitats. It was wonderful to
see all of the Year 2 classes working together to carry out their
investigations in Sefton Park, where they identified all of the
fantastic living things that make such a beautiful place their
habitat. This half term in Geography, the children have been
focusing on our 'What A Wonderful World’ topic. All classes
have been working hard to explore the countries, continents and
oceans of our planet and completed some excellent topic
projects! We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of
the parents for all of the support you have provided with your
child's home learning. 

Next half term, our topic will be 'Toys'. Year 2 will be exploring
popular toys through the 20th century and the early 21st
century. In Science, they will be focussing on materials and in
Maths, they will be continuing the topic of multiplication and
division and moving on to statistics. 

We want to thank you for your support, and we look forward to
the upcoming half term. 

Best wishes, 
Miss Hanson, Miss Lyons & Miss Davies



Year 3

In English, the children read 'Cogston House'.
Using the story's structure, they planned and
wrote their own version of the mystery story
with two alternative endings. We were really
impressed with the pupils' abilities to create
suspense in their writing through the use of
punctuation, cliff-hangers, emotive language,
jump-scares, and much more.

In Science, Year 3 have been learning all about
light. They have developed their observation and
enquiry skills to explore how shadows are made;
what materials are reflective; what ‘darkness’ is,
and how UV rays from the sun can damage our
eyes. The pupils particularly loved the chance to
create puppets to perform their own shadow
puppet shows completely designed and run by
themselves. 

In Maths, Year 3 have been learning all about
addition and subtraction. They have learnt to
use a variety of methods including adding and
subtracting ones, tens, and hundreds from 3-
digit numbers, and through the use of column
method, perfected the skills of exchanging and
borrowing where necessary. Then the children
worked incredibly hard to develop their
multiplication skills using number lines, repeat
addition and subtraction, arrays, equal groups,
and using inverse operations to help them solve
calculations. The children also loved the use of
catchy songs to help them memorise their 3- and
4-times tables.

The children poured their hearts into their Winter
performance pieces and were so excited to
showcase their efforts on the big night. We are
incredibly proud of their effort, dedication, and
maturity.

Best wishes, 
Miss Kelly & Miss Lett
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Year 4
 

Dear Parents, 

This half-term the children have focused on the topic
America, and they have been truly engaged as it has
linked to the Geography and English lessons. They have
developed their skill of using an atlas by comparing
America to the UK and making distinctive comparisons
about the size. 

Along-side this, the children completed an experience
day for Thanksgiving, focusing on people who they are
thankful for. The children loved watching the MACY's
parade and this supported their understanding of the
topic, America.

All children have progressed well in the multiplication
and division topic that they have been learning about
within our Maths lessons. It is great to see so many
children becoming more confident with their timetables,
which supports them in all aspects of Mathematics.

Remarkably, all pupils have enhanced their use of
persuasive language in their English lessons; especially
using adverbs and adjectives to support their sentences. 

We hope that you enjoyed the Winter Performance, the
children were very excited to show you what they have
been working on. 

I wanted to thank you for your co-operation and support
and look forward to the next half-term; this term has
gone by so quickly. Have a wonderful and restful winter
break. 

Best Wishes, Miss Bradbury and Mr Neil. 



Year 5
This half term, we have been studying Goodnight Mr
Tom, which links to our World War Two topic. The
children have really engaged with the story and have
produced some great character and setting
descriptions. 

We have enjoyed learning about evacuation and
rationing. Miss Katie brought in a ration pack from her
husband who serves in the army. The children really
enjoyed tasting the food and learning about what it is
like to carry all the rations needed and how they used
them to survive. We also had a fabulous lesson with
Harry and Mrs Ryan, who came in especially to show
us Harry's great-grandad's war medals and other
interesting artefacts from the war, including a
newspaper from 1939!  Harry gave a presentation
which he made himself, and the class learnt lots of
interesting and surprising facts. Thank you so much
Mrs Ryan and Miss Katie for providing those
experiences for our children.  

In Science, we have been learning through practical
activities about materials and their properties and the
children have enjoyed testing the solubility of objects in
water such as sugar, gravy and coffee. 

The children worked so hard this half term to put
together their performance for the Winter Gala. Many
were nervous, but I was so proud of them all for
getting up on stage and I'm sure you will agree they
did so well!

We would like to take this opportunity to say thank
you for all your continued support and to wish you all a
very happy holiday!

Best Wishes,
Miss Read and Miss Katie.  
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Year 6

Year 6 have had a busy half term on the lead up to
Christmas! 

In English, Year 6 have been completing independent
writing pieces based on the novel ‘A Monster Calls’ by
Patrick Ness. The children came up with lots of fantastic
ideas to rewrite part of the story – changing the
characters and settings to make the story their own. It has
been wonderful seeing their creativity shine through. We
have some great young writers in Year 6!
 
In Geography, the children have been learning about the
continents and the countries within them. We have looked
at different flags for each country and used atlases to find
these countries on a map. The children competed against
each other to test their knowledge of the different
countries and we had lots of fun doing this! 
 
Furthermore, in Science we have been working with light
and shadows. We have been learning all about angles of
refraction and how light travels, as well as testing what
our inverted reflections look like in a mirror. Additionally,
the children experimented with creating their own
periscopes.
 
We have had a fantastic first term and can’t believe it has
already come to an end! We are very proud of all the
wonderful work both Year 6 classes have produced so far
this year. 

Best wishes, 
Miss Murphy & Miss Seymour. 
 



Auckland in The Community
 

 

 

Eco club
 

Throughout Eco Club this half term the children have
been exploring lots of environmental issues such as

climate change, biodiversity, the importance of insects
and trees, and plastic reduction. They have used their

knowledge to build bug hotels and environmentally
friendly Christmas decorations. The children now have
a deeper understanding of the larger effects of climate

change and deforestation. I have very much enjoyed
observing the children becoming more aware of their
environment and hoped to have instilled a passion for

the planet. 
Miss Hanson 

 

Community service
 

This term, the community service enhanced
curriculum group has partnered with Waverley

Care Home to spread some Christmas cheer. After
discussing how important it is to give back to the
older generation, especially those in care homes
who might be lonely around Christmas time, the

children decided what projects they would like to
do. 

 

They wrote pen-pal letters, made Christmas cards,
decorated gingerbread men, painted Christmas
suncatchers, made beautiful angel decorations,
pledged to do acts of Christmas kindness and

created a wreath of thank-you messages for the
carers in the home.

 

We are really thankful to have had the opportunity
to give back to our community.

 
Miss Lett.
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Throughout Team Building this half-term
the children from year 4-6 have developed
many skills such as communication,
problem solving and creative thinking. 
It has been wonderful to observe the
children working together throughout the
weeks as they have continued their
positive attitude to think outside of the box
and to complete activities efficiently. 
The children have taken part in a variety of
activities using different materials to
extend their problem-solving skills, whilst
also taking time to listen to one another in
order to come up with the best solution for
a task.
Miss Bradbury
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The school council have been very active since their return to school in 
September.

They have lots of ideas on how they would like to work together as a school 
to raise our charitable profile and work alongside our local community.

 
In the first half term, the school council proposed lots of different fundraising 
ideas, but they unanimously voted on designing posters, which worked well 
alongside raising funds for the Gye Nyame Memorial Orchard for Black and 

Ethnic Minorities who suffered loss through the Covid 19 pandemic.
 

This half term, the children were very keen to set up an Auckland Food 
Waste project, which they successfully managed. This project supports the 
fight against food waste and is run in conjunction with Shiva Trust Charity 

and Hub Hub Community Fridges. 
 

Finally the school council ran the KIND Christmas jumper day and toy 
collection to support this local charity in creating hampers for families across 

Liverpool. We raised £340 and donated lots of toys and clothes to the 
appeal. Some of the school council went down to their centre to deliver these 

on the last day.
 

I am sure you will all wish Auckland College School Council the best luck 
with more charitable and community-based projects in 2023. 
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Junior Duke Challenge
Over 100 of our students are currently
completing 10 challenges as part of the

Junior Duke. Each Friday students are invited
to bring in their booklets and show their

progress. From cooking to sports, gaming to
community service, it is wonderful to see

what our students are engaged in. 

Times Table Rockstars

Our students continue to practice their
multipication and division by using TTRockstrs

regularly. The school came in the top half of
the country in the England Rocks challenge
and one Y6 boy has even answered 10,000

questions in the last few weeks. He also
scored the highest mark in school in the

recent Primary Maths Challenge, it just shows
how important it is. 

School Choir
Our School Choir was set up this term by Miss 
Seymour, Mrs Gordon and Mrs Collins. Their 

practice was put to good use by performing for 
residents at a local care home during the festive 
season. We look forward to seeing how the choir 

develops over the coming year.

Auckland Stars

At the end of term we celebrate the attitude
and achievement of a selection of students

throughout the school who have gone above
and beyond in their learning and attitude
towards others and made a real positive

contribution to their class and school. Here
are a selection above.



Winter Performance 2022
And finally, on Monday 12th December over 500 parents, families, students and staff 

descended on to St Margaret's Academy to put on the annual Winter Performance. This 
year the theme was ' A gift of giving', a tale showing how presents come in all shapes and 
sizes and the gifts of Friendship, Love, Peace and Charity are much more important than 
expensive toys and clothes (though a few presents under the tree are always welcome). 
It was a fantastic night, enjoyed by all. Thank you to everyone who supported the night.


