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SPRING Term 1 - February 2023

MESSAGE FROM THE EYFS
TEAM

Staff and pupils in Auckland’s Early 
Years department have completed 
another busy term. When we return 
after the half term, you will receive 
your child's Spring term progress 
report. This will be published on EYLog 
and you will receive an email 
notification to inform you that it is 
ready to be read and digitally signed. 
You will also be invited to meet with 
your child's class teacher via our 
Parent Booking system, to discuss 
academic progress in more depth. 

During this term, pupils in Early Years 
have celebrated National 
Handwriting Day, National Storytelling 
Week and Chinese New Year. Our 
children thoroughly enjoyed taking 
part in different Chinese New Year 
workshops, including Chinese food
tasting, lantern making and 
designing their own dragon masks. It 
is wonderful to see our children and 
staff become fully immersed in these 
school calendar days, and we look 
forward to many more during the 
academic year.

KEY DATES 

THINGS TO DO THIS
HALF TERM

Half Term with Derby Mouse 

Big Art

Story Time at the Museum 
Museum of Liverpool,
Tues 14th - Fri 17th Feb

Liverpool Cathedral, Mon 13th -
Weds 15th Feb

Walker Art Gallery, Tues 14th -
Fri 17th Feb

Term restarts - Mon 20th Feb 
Shrove Tuesday - Tues 21st Feb
St. David's Day - Weds 1st March
World Book Day - Thurs 2nd March
International Women's Day - Weds 8th
March
Reception report cards published - Fri
10th March
Reception Parents' Evening - w/c 13th
March
Pre-Prep report cards published -  Fri
17th March
Pre-Prep Parents' Evening - w/c 20th
March 
Red Nose Day - Fri 17th March
St. Patrick's Day - Fri 17th March
Mother's Day - Sun 19th March
First Day of Spring - Mon 20th March
Clocks go forwards - Sun 26th March
Last day of term - Fri 31st March

Archaeology Workshop:
Explore Everything!

World Museum, Thurs
16th - Sat 18th Feb



PRE-PREP 1

Pre-Prep 1 have had another
fantastic half term.

We started the new year with a Music
topic, exploring different sounds and
developing our listening and
attention skills. PP1 really enjoyed
playing in our Performance Area and
taking part in body percussion and
instrument identification activities.

We loved celebrating National
Handwriting Day and continued the
theme for the rest of week by doing
lots of pencil control, mark-making
and fine-motor skill activities. We also  
learnt all about Chinese New Year,
the story of the animal racing across
the river, and had a Chinese food
tasting!

Following this, we celebrated National
Storytelling Week and loved playing
in our Red Riding Hood role play area
and in our Billy Goats' Gruff tuff tray.
We also discussed our favourite
stories and drew our favourite
character from them.

Finally, linking with Children's Mental
Health Week, we learnt how to care 
 for our wellbeing and how to identify
different emotions. We took part in
peer massage, spoke about what
makes us happy and who we can
speak to if we need help or if we're
feeling sad.

Have a lovely half term and see you
after the break!
 
Miss Mott 



This half-term Pre-Prep 2 have been
taking part in whole school events,
such as Chinese New Year, National
Storytelling Week and NSPCC Number
Day! 
To start the new year, we began by
learning about ‘Space’. Everyone
especially loved our Astronaut School
Workshop, where we got to make fruit
rocket kebabs, space-themed
artwork and even investigate alien
slime. 

In Phonics we have continued to
develop our knowledge of sounds
and tricky words, by sending books
home for children to practise
sounding out letters and putting
them back together to read a word.
This is known as segmenting and
blending. 

Moreover, all the children loved
getting ready for Valentine’s Day by
making cards for loved ones, but the
best part was making chocolate love
hearts. 

In Mathematics we have been
building on our knowledge of 2D and
3D shapes, as well as learning some
mathematical language, including
flat, solid, sides and faces. 
In Expressive Arts and Design, the
children have been working on their
drawing skills and showing good
attention to detail. 
Finally, our PE lessons have given us a
great opportunity to practise our
dancing skills and learn set actions to
familiar songs.

Miss Patterson

PRE-PREP 2 



PP3 have had a wonderful half term.

We have being reading some Traditional Tales and learning
how a story is structured with a beginning, middle and end.
The children have looked at characters and environments of
different stories, which has led to them writing and telling
their own stories to the class. 

All the children have worked hard in Numeracy, comparing
groups of quantities, using the correct vocabulary of more,
fewer and same, as well as practicing our number formation.

In Phonics, we have made excellent progress as a class, and
the majority of children are taking reading books home to
practice their blending skills. 

The children have also been looking at rhyming words and
matching words that rhyme together. 

There has been lots of great work completed by all the
children this half term. 

Mrs Collins

PRE-PREP 3 



This term we have been exploring Space! The children have
thoroughly immersed themselves into this topic and enjoyed
learning about all the planets and their environments. 
In Maths the children have enjoyed ordering planets from the
sun, using ordinal numbers such as 1st, 2nd  and 3rd. We
have also explored 2D and 3D shapes, using them to create
rockets. The children have also started to look at number
bonds and writing the addition of what makes 10 and 20.

We have also taken part in a whole-school NSPCC Number
Day. The children dressed up wearing numbers and we had
lots of fun games building on our maths knowledge. 

In Literacy, we have been reading space stories such as
Whatever Next, Beegu, The Boy from Mars and the Marvellous
Moon Map. The children have been able to retell the stories
to their friends and sequence them with pictures. We have
also written about how a character feels at certain points of
a story. We have begun to write about our weekend news,
using their phonics knowledge, by verbally saying a word
and sounding it out phonetically. 

The children have engaged in lots of messy play this term in
Understanding the World; exploring float/sink and mixing
colours to make ‘moon sand’. We have also celebrated
Chinese New Year with dragons, fortune cookies and using
our fine motor skills to pick up objects with chop sticks! Keep
up the amazing work Reception!

Miss Lloyd and Miss Scholfield

RECEPTION


